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Ccommencement WeekenD at Hillsdale college has a way of bringing families together. that was especially true this spring, when Louis J. Freeh, former director of the Federal bureau of investigation and brother of Hillsdale college Associate Professor of english John Freeh, delivered the commencement address. President Larry P. Arnn welcomed the audience that gathered to celebrate the class of 2008, especially the parents, whom Arnn thanked for their trust. Arnn’s own father, Paul, was also in attendance, in addition to members of the class of 1958, who returned for a 50-year reunion. 
Arnn thanked the faculty and noted the retirement of Dr. Donald ernst, professor of psychology, 
who taught at Hillsdale for 18 years. Also retiring was sheri Piper, associate vice president for finance and 
controller, who served the college for 25 years.
then Arnn turned his attention to the graduating seniors, lauding them for enduring seemingly endless 
construction while knowing that they would have little time to enjoy the end results. yet their spirit and 
character never wavered, Arnn said; indeed, they set a sterling example for the underclassmen to follow.
“We have made a lot of achievements here the last four years. none of them would have been achieved 
without these people sitting here,” said Arnn, gesturing to the graduating class. “the good cheer of the campus 
is really in the hands of the seniors, and there’s honor here and all the high things toward which honor points.”
on that note, Arnn introduced speaker Louis J. Freeh, who, prior to serving as director of the Federal 
bureau of investigation from 1993 to 2001, served as a United states attorney and district judge for the 
southern District of new york. on two occasions, Freeh received the Attorney general’s Award for 
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ABOVE, CLOCKWISE: Professors Don Westblade and Jim Peters lead the academic procession; alumni from the Class of 1958 
gather for a graduation photo; Commencement speaker Louis J. Freeh; Meredith Barber and Stephanie Smith anticipate receiving 
their degrees. OPPOSITE, L TO R: Chris Stewart awaits receiving his diploma; seniors recite the pledge of allegiance; biology major 
Myles Sandrian makes sure his diploma is real; President Arnn addresses the audience.
Distinguished service, and he is currently the senior managing 
partner at Freeh group international and a director for several 
public companies.
“i’m delighted and honored to be here,” Freeh said. “you 
[graduates] have every opportunity in the world, and it’s a 
wonderful, overwhelming feeling.”
sharing experiences from his own life, Freeh urged the 
class of 2008 to be prepared for a competitive and changing 
world. He encouraged them to stay engaged and to believe 
that one individual can make a difference while making sure 
they hold true to their principles.
“your integrity and honor at the end of the day, that’s 
what is most important,” he said. “sometimes it’s a struggle, 
and sometimes good decisions are lonely, but we all have 
choices to make.” 
Freeh offered the example of the 1936 summer olympics 
in berlin, germany. in the face of the host nation’s anti-semitic 
ideology, the United states team pulled two Jewish-American 
athletes slated to compete in the final of the 400-meter relay, 
and the games that year were a propaganda coup for the 
nazi regime. Freeh suggested the similar situation today, with 
the olympics taking place in china.
“All the things your teachers and parents have taught 
you require you to take action,” Freeh said. “As you face 
challenges, don’t be afraid to put yourself at risk. there will be 
reasons and arguments not to act; stay in the fight. What you 
can do is absolutely staggering.”
After the address, Arnn bestowed Freeh with an honorary 
doctor of public service degree. Also receiving honorary 
degrees were george and barbara gordon, who provided 
Hillsdale college with the g.H. gordon biological station in 
northern michigan. senior class president and Homecoming 
king cody strecker thanked those in attendance for joining the 
class of 2008 on the occasion. He also thanked the parents, 
MOSS WING DEDICATION CEREMONY ABOVE, CLOCKWISE: The Joseph H. Moss Family Laboratory Wing Dedication ceremonial ribbon-cutting; Biology Professor 
Dr. Dan York poses with Trustee Chairman Bill Brodbeck, ’66, in the new science wing; the Margaret Thatcher sculpture by Bruce Wolfe sits at the north entrance of 
the new Moss Laboratory Wing; Chairman and Professor of Art Sam Knecht poses with recent portrait subjects Nena and Joe Moss; John O’Sullivan, executive editor of 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and former special advisor to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, spoke at the dedication of the statue of Lady Thatcher.
faculty, administration and staff who worked tirelessly so 
that the graduating seniors would have the fullest learning 
experience possible at Hillsdale. 
“through the sacrifices of many, our class has a respect for 
liberty and justice and a commitment to love,” strecker said. “With 
a firm faith in god, let us rejoice in the challenge, stepping forth 
from this place with a courageous heart and an abiding hope.”
With the conferring of the baccalaureate degrees, 
chairman of the board of trustees William brodbeck, ’66, 
closed the ceremony with one final note of congratulations to 
the class of 2008.
“it is a proud day today, and i wish all of you the best of luck 
and success,” brodbeck said. “i hope in the many days to come 
you will return often and visit your alma mater.”
ABOVE, CLOCKWISE: Post-ceremony in front of the new William L. & Berniece E. Grewcock Student Union; Senior class president Cody 
Strecker addresses the Class of 2008; Chemistry Professor Dr. Chris VanOrman speaks at the Moss Science Wing dedication; Philosophy 
Professor Dr. Jim Stephens; the string quartet plays pre-ceremony music. BELOW, L TO R: Members of the Class of 1958; the top six graduates 
of the Class of 2008: Laura Calderone, Jessica Gannon, Kira Landenberger, Jeremy Vryhof, Aliza Kwiatek and Esther Terry.
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6sPring At HiLLsDALe 
college brings a flurry of honors and 
awards to members of the senior 
class, as they are recognized for 
their achievements in academics, 
athletics and other activities. For 
two seniors each year, the honor of 
being named outstanding senior 
man and outstanding senior 
Woman is especially gratifying, as 
the selection is made by both their 
peers and the faculty. in a senior 
class brimming with talent and 
accomplishment, Aaron Hummel 
and Jessica Degnan stood out as 
this year’s outstanding seniors.
 While still in high school, Aaron 
Hummel of DeWitt received an 
invitation from fellow Hillsdale 
classmate sam russell to attend 
the college’s Freedom 101 summer 
economics camp. While he benefit-
ted from and enjoyed the camp and 
subsequently applied to Hillsdale, 
Hummel ultimately chose Lake supe-
rior state University for financial rea-
sons. During his freshman year, how-
ever, he realized that LssU was not 
the college for which he had hoped.
 “i was not challenged in my 
classes,” he recalled. “i realized that 
college is a bigger investment than 
just the cost of it, so i transferred to 
Hillsdale for my sophomore year.”
 At Hillsdale, Hummel found a 
vibrant academic environment. A 
biology major and chemistry minor, 
he also participated in the Dow 
Journalism Program and wrote for 
the Collegian. in addition to his sci-
ence courses, he counts  
“Freshman rhetoric and great 
books” with Dr. stephen smith, 
“Western and American Heritage” 
with Dr. John Willson and Dr. tom 
conner, and the “U.s. constitution” 
with Dr. nathan schlueter as some 
of his favorite classes. “it was eye-
opening to see how the principles 
on which our country was founded 
apply to the issues of today,” he 
said of the constitution course.
 in January 2005, Hummel 
enlisted in the marine corps 
reserve. “i supported the war in 
iraq verbally, but i wanted to sup-
port it in action as well,” he said. He 
completed boot camp that summer, 
and in october of his junior year, 
he found out that he would be 
deployed the following spring. 
on the HiLL
outstanding seniors
Stellar Representatives of the 2008 Graduating Class
Outstanding Senior Man and Woman, Aaron Hummel 
and Jessie Degnan, share a passion for learning.
 so Lance corporal Hummel 
spent what would have been his 
senior year in pre-deployment 
training in california, followed by 
seven months in iraq. His unit was 
responsible for security in the city 
of Fallujah. “We were very success-
ful,” he said. “When we arrived, 
there were daily attacks in the city. 
by the time we left, the attacks 
had gone down to about once 
a month. We also oversaw the 
transition of the iraqi army taking 
control of the city’s security.”
 Hummel returned to michi-
gan just in time for last year’s 
commencement, where the 
audience greeted him with a 
standing ovation. the class of 
2007 presented him with its class 
gift—a scholarship of $6,782.
 With three years left on his mili-
tary commitment, another deploy-
ment remains a possibility for 
Hummel. in the meantime, however, 
he is preparing for graduate studies 
in biotechnology at the keck gradu-
ate institute in california. He looks 
forward to keeping in touch with 
his Hillsdale friends as they disperse 
across the country, and knows 
he will apply what he’s learned at 
Hillsdale in his future endeavors.
 “the history and literature i’ve 
learned at Hillsdale have given me a 
context to view the world,” Hummel 
said. “i have a better understand-
ing of our government, and in 
some ways i felt better prepared 
for the marines because of study-
ing the history of Judeo-christian 
culture. the education at Hillsdale 
has provided me with a framework 
from which to approach life.”
 outstanding senior Woman 
Jessie Degnan of Pacific, missouri, 
shares Hummel’s appreciation of 
what she’s studied at Hillsdale. A 
biology major and chemistry minor, 
she took full advantage of the 
many opportunities for historical 
study at Hillsdale. she heard about 
Hillsdale from her high school his-
tory teacher. “i was excited about 
the biology programs offered at 
Hillsdale, but also interested in the 
history classes as well,” she said. 
 Within her major, Degnan 
especially enjoyed her genetics 
and molecular biology classes, 
and cites Dr. Frank steiner, Dr. Dan 
york and Professor Angie Pytel as 
influential figures. “they all really 
encouraged me,” she said. she 
participated in the conservation 
club, and was thrilled to enjoy the 
new moss Wing of strosacker sci-
ence center for her last semester. 
“i love the new conservation lab 
and the biology study lounge,” she 
said. “there’s so much more room, 
and the lab is better organized.” 
 Her classes and activities 
outside of her major and minor 
had a significant impact on her 
college experience as well. “i did 
not take as many biology classes 
as i could have, because i wanted 
to take full advantage of all the dif-
ferent courses and professors that 
Hillsdale offers,” Degnan said. Her 
favorites include a civil War class 
with Dr. brad birzer and “Law and 
order” with Dr. bob blackstock. 
outside of the classroom, she par-
ticipated in kappa kappa gamma 
sorority, Hillsdale christian Fellow-
ship, a number of honoraries, buddy 
reading, intramural sports and cAts 
(concerned About teen sexuality).
 Degnan furthered her knowl-
edge of biology and history through 
several off-campus programs. 
she traveled to south Africa one 
summer to participate in the 
south African internship, where 
she analyzed cheetah DnA. Last 
summer, she traveled with the 
Honors Program and Professor 
Don Westblade to turkey, where 
they saw many biblical sites. “it 
was fascinating to see so much his-
tory and understand the heritage 
of Western culture,” she said.
 Degnan has applied to four 
graduate schools and intends to 
study either medicine or conser-
vation. she will miss the simple 
delights of Hillsdale—studying 
with friends in the library, going 
to athletic events and having con-
versations with professors, joined 
together in a pursuit of learning—
but will take all she’s absorbed 
here to her graduate studies. “i 
have a much better understand-
ing of who i am, and i have grown 
in my love of learning,” she said. “i 
know the friendship and support 
of my friends and professors will 
continue long after i leave here.”
 monica vanDerWeide, ’95
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Far left: Aaron Hummel 
poses with Dr. Arnn and 
Hans Zeiger upon receiving 
a scholarship at 2007 
graduation.
Left: Jessie Degnan accepts 
her Outstanding Senior 
Award from Dr. Arnn at the 
Senior Dinner. 
Aaron Hummel—outstanding senior man
• biology major/Chemistry minor
• lance Corporal in u.S. marine Corps reserve
• member of Dow Journalism program
• graduate studies in biotechnology
Jessica Degnan—outstanding senior Woman
• biology major/Chemistry minor
• member of Honors program
• Kappa Kappa gamma sorority
• graduate studies in medicine or conservation
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christopher Hamilton
Assistant Professor of chemistry
b.A., north central college, 1999
Ph.D., University of Delaware, 2005
Dr. christopher Hamilton
Professor becomes catalyst for biochemistry major
it WoULD be 
understandable if christopher 
Hamilton spent his first year 
at Hillsdale college getting 
accustomed to the campus. 
instead, Hamilton balanced 
teaching his courses and getting 
to know his students with taking 
the lead in the development of 
Hillsdale’s new biochemistry major 
and its requisite 
lab components. 
And that’s 
precisely how 
the new assistant 
professor of 
chemistry 
wanted to 
spend his time.
 “there 
are certainly 
enjoyable 
aspects of 
research, but i 
really wanted 
to teach at a 
small college,” 
Hamilton 
said. “When i first saw the ad for 
the position here and looked at 
the Web site, i thought, ‘this is 
where i’m supposed to go.’”
 Hamilton grew up in south 
Holland, illinois, and his interest in 
science goes back as far as he can 
recall. in high school, he especially 
enjoyed biology and chemistry, 
and he majored in biochemistry 
and german at north central 
college in nearby naperville.
 “i found the intersection of 
biology and chemistry interesting, 
and i knew i wanted to be a 
biochemist,” Hamilton said. 
“it’s the chemistry of life.”
 Hamilton then went to the 
University of Delaware for his 
doctorate, which he earned in 
2005, and was a post-doctoral 
fellow at the University of texas 
at Austin for two years before 
applying at Hillsdale. He enjoyed 
many aspects of lab work, 
but really looked forward to 
interacting with students. that, 
along with his own experiences 
at north central, led him to look 
for positions at smaller colleges.
 A job search led Hamilton 
to Hillsdale, and after a visit and 
an interview, he was sold on 
the college, the faculty and the 
opportunities. one big attraction 
was the role he would play in 
the new biochemistry major, 
but equally appealing was the 
prospect of getting to know his 
students on an individual basis.
 “i really get to know students 
personally here,” Hamilton 
said. “i meet with at least a 
dozen students throughout 
the course of the week, and 
i’m also the American chemical 
society faculty advisor.”
 Hamilton’s involvement will 
continue throughout the summer, 
when he conducts research 
with students in the college’s 
LAUreAtes program. He looks 
forward to the fall, when he will 
oversee these students as they 
write their senior theses. He also 
looks forward to introducing 
an upper-level biochemistry 
course and its lab component.
 meanwhile, Hamilton serves 
as the treasurer for a local church 
plant mission with the orthodox 
Presbyterian church. in his spare 
time, he and his wife, Anita, enjoy 
taking walks with daughters maya 
and keira, painting the new house 
and visiting family nearby.
 “A lot of my family is still in 
chicago,” Hamilton said. “this 
is the closest i’ve lived to them 
since i was an undergrad.”
 Jeremy young, ’04
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margaret thatcher statue and moss science Wing Dedicated 
on FriDAy, may 9, Hillsdale 
college held a dedication ceremony 
for the Joseph H. moss Family Labo-
ratory Wing of strosacker science 
center. many friends and support-
ers of Hillsdale attended the event, 
including Joe and nena moss, who 
provided the leadership gift for 
the expansion and renovations.
 Pat sajak, vice chairman of 
the board of trustees, welcomed 
the guests, and chemistry major 
Jacob mcclelland, ’08, led them in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. President 
Arnn then shared a few thoughts 
on former british Prime minister 
margaret thatcher, whose statue 
was also unveiled and dedicated, 
representing the third statue in 
Hillsdale college’s Liberty Walk. 
 “Lady thatcher has worked 
her career in the same battle [for 
liberty] as the college,” Arnn said. 
“thatcher reminds us that we are 
entitled and obliged to equip 
ourselves, to make good choices 
in lives full of urgency and not to 
forget the end to which all choices 
are made. she reminds us that we 
must fight for the things we love.”
 nationally recognized sculptor 
bruce Wolfe of california unveiled 
the statue—over six feet tall and 
depicting thatcher sitting in a pen-
sive posture—with the assistance 
of William and Patricia Lamothe, 
whose foundation provided a 
gift for the project. the statue 
is located near the moss Family 
Laboratory Wing in a fitting trib-
ute to thatcher’s original study of 
chemistry. though thatcher herself 
could not be in attendance, she 
sent a letter in which she referred 
to the statue as “magnificent.”
 John o’sullivan, executive 
editor of radio Free europe/
radio Liberty, a former special 
advisor to Prime minister thatcher 
and author of The President, The 
Pope, and the Prime Minister: 
Three Who Changed the World, 
gave a brief address on thatcher. 
First, though, he remarked that the 
statue not only captures thatcher’s 
power but also her personality.
 “that’s exactly how i 
remember her,” he said.
 o’sullivan characterized 
thatcher, with her display of stra-
tegic firmness and diplomatic flex-
ibility, as the most consistent ally 
of ronald reagan during the cold 
War. it was thatcher, he recalled, 
who rallied european nations to 
install U.s. missiles, nullifying the 
Ussr’s ability for nuclear black-
mail and forcing the soviets to 
agree to disarmament treaties.
 o’sullivan also described 
thatcher’s role in revitalizing the 
british economy. thatcher pushed 
for deregulation and privatiza-
tion, providing, like reagan, 
a model economy that new 
democracies sought to emulate. 
these reforms influenced brit-
ish life in other ways as well.
 “When Lady thatcher revived 
the british economy,” o’sullivan 
said, “she was reviving profound 
social virtues that the british had 
once exemplified to the world—the 
thatcherite ‘vigorous virtues’ such as 
self-reliance, diligence, thrift, trust-
worthiness and initiative that enable 
someone who exhibits them to live 
and work independently in society.”
 Dr. chris vanorman, dean of 
natural sciences and William and 
berniece grewcock chair in chem-
istry, then spoke about advances 
in the natural sciences at Hillsdale 
college. enrollment has been 
increasing steadily, and there are 
currently more than 40 endowed 
student scholarships, with $470,000 
given to science students this year. 
the first-round acceptance rate 
to medical school is 85 percent—
with an acceptance rate of 100 
percent within three years.
continued on page 15
Left: The late Cliff Witte and Lee Witte provided a leadership gift for the natural sciences in 2000. 
Right: Dr. Arnn and Dean of Natural Sciences Dr. Chris VanOrman pose with Joe and Nena Moss 
in front of the new laboratory wing. 
The Margaret Thatcher statue sits at the 
north entrance of the Moss Wing.
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Professors remembered
retired education Professors made their mark
tWo retired 
education profes-
sors at Hillsdale col-
lege passed away in 
recent months. Dr. 
traver k. sutton and 
Dr. Jerome “Jerry” A. 
Fallon enjoyed long 
careers at Hillsdale 
and influenced the 
lives of countless 
future teachers.
 Dr. sutton 
passed away 
at his home on 
December 4, 2007, 
at the age of 86. sutton came to 
Hillsdale in 1965 and taught in the 
teacher education department for 
25 years. A graduate of central High 
school in Detroit, he received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from miami University in oxford, 
ohio, and was a loyal member of 
the Alpha chapter of sigma chi fra-
ternity. At miami, he met and later 
married his lifetime sweetheart, 
marjorie sue Hunt of cincinnati.
 sutton was a teacher of history 
and physical education in new rich-
mond, Hamilton, and Dayton, ohio. 
At Dayton stivers High school, 
his basketball team played in the 
state regional semi-finals. in 1961, 
he accepted a teaching fellowship 
at ball state University in muncie, 
indiana, and completed his doctor-
ate four years later. With his family 
he moved to Hillsdale, where he 
began teaching education courses 
and supervising secondary student-
teachers in Hillsdale, branch and 
Jackson counties. He served also as 
an assistant cross-country coach for 
several years and was a co-sponsor 
at the organization of the Hillsdale 
chapter of sigma chi. He retired in 
1990, at which time he was named 
associate professor emeritus and 
honored for his many years of 
dedicated service to his students.
 sutton is survived by his wife of 
63 years, Dr. marjorie sutton, also a 
retired college faculty member; sons 
michael and brian; four grandchil-
dren; and four great-grandchildren. 
 Dr. Fallon passed away on may 
12, 2008, in Hillsdale at the age 
of 86. Fallon received his A.b. in 
speech and broadcasting in 1948 
and an m.A. in guidance and coun-
seling in 1949, both 
from michigan state 
University. He served 
as an assistant profes-
sor of speech at the 
University of notre 
Dame before leaving 
to pursue a doctorate 
in college and univer-
sity administration 
from the University 
of michigan, which 
he earned in 1960. 
He served as associ-
ate dean at ball state 
University and dean 
at Junior college of Albany, new 
york, before coming to Hillsdale 
in 1967 as professor of education. 
He retired from teaching in 1989 
and served as college archivist for 
several years before being named 
professor emeritus in 1997.
 Fallon wrote extensively, author-
ing scripts for education-related 
radio and television broadcasts, 
and numerous articles or reviews 
in the fields of education and his-
tory. in 2004, he published Will 
Carleton: Poet of the People, the 
definitive biography of the 1869 
Hillsdale college alumnus and 
beloved michigan poet-lecturer.
 A veteran of the U.s. Army, 
Fallon served in the south Pacific 
during World War ii. He was a 
member of the Association for 
Higher education, omicron Delta 
kappa, the Hillsdale county 
Historical society and st. 
Anthony catholic church.
 Fallon is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, sarah; two 
children, sarah (John) briggs 
and Jerome “J.D.” (susan) Fallon; 
and eight grandchildren. 
Dr. traver sutton
• professor of education
• Taught at Hillsdale from 1965-1990
• Assistant cross-country coach for several years
Dr. Jerome Fallon
• professor of education 
• Taught at Hillsdale from 1967-1989
• College archivist during 1990s
Dr. Traver K. Sutton Jerome “Jerry” A. Fallon
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CarolAnn Barker with her husband, Jack, and daughter, 
Shawn-Laree, at her retirement dinner in 2006.
carolAnn coppler barker, ’63
• Dean of Women from 1980-2006
• Previously taught high school 
journalism and humanities
Hillsdale mourns the Passing of 
carolAnn barker 
Longtime Dean of Women committed to students
The hillSdale 
college community was stunned 
and saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of carolAnn barker, former 
Dean of Women and vice President 
for student Affairs, on June 1, at 
the cleveland clinic. barker became 
ill while visiting her father at the 
family farm. she was 68 years old.
 Dean barker served Hillsdale 
college tirelessly for over a quar-
ter of a century. During her years 
at Hillsdale, she influenced the 
lives of the thousands of female 
students to whom she dedicated 
herself, and whom she guided 
with compassion, care and 
thoughtfulness. Her hard work, 
friendly demeanor and prudent 
administration endeared her to stu-
dents, faculty and staff alike, who 
will all remember her profound 
commitment to serving others.
 carolAnn coppler attended 
Hillsdale college and was a 
member of Pi beta Phi sorority. in 
her senior year, she married fellow 
Hillsdale student Jack barker. she 
graduated from Hillsdale in 1963 
with a b.A. in english and a sec-
ondary teaching certification. 
 When Jack barker graduated 
in 1965, he and carolAnn moved 
with their young daughter, shawn-
Laree, to Detroit, where carolAnn 
attended graduate school while 
her husband worked for Ford 
motor company and attended 
law school. she taught journalism 
and humanities at high schools in 
Quincy, Dearborn and Hillsdale 
before being approached to 
become Hillsdale college Dean 
of Women in 1980. in 1987, she 
received the addi-
tional title of Director 
of student Affairs, 
and in 1996, she 
became Hillsdale’s 
first vice President 
for student Affairs. 
After retiring in 2006, 
she continued to 
serve the college part 
time by acting in an 
advisory capacity.
 today’s Hillsdale 
college reflects much 
of the work of Dean 
barker’s productive 
career. she deserves 
much of the credit for 
the sustained increase 
in freshman retention 
rates that Hillsdale has experienced 
in the last several years. At various 
times, she supervised career Plan-
ning, greek life, women’s council 
and house directors. she was also 
a member of the college’s board 
of Women commissioners. 
 Dean barker inspired the 
entire Hillsdale college community 
through her commitment to, and 
care for, students. During her time 
at Hillsdale, she served as advisor 
to many student groups, including 
the Collegian, student Federation 
and the student Activities board. 
one of Dean barker’s former stu-
dents and her successor, Dean of 
Women Diane Philipp, ’82, said, 
“throughout the time i worked with 
her at Hillsdale, i came to appreci-
ate how deeply she cared about 
the education and future of young 
people. she was a remarkable lady.”
 “i had the privilege of serving 
with carolAnn barker for more 
than eight years,” said President 
Larry Arnn. “Her experience, good 
principles and sound judgment 
have been a guide to me as much 
as to the generations of students 
that she mentored. Her sense of 
humor and wit alternated with her 
seriousness and courage to make 
a character of beloved memory.”
 Dean barker is survived by 
her husband, Jack, and daugh-
ter, shawn-Laree, of chicago.
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Dr. Donald ernst
• professor of psychology 
• Joined Hillsdale faculty in 1990
• originally wanted to be an engineer
WHen ProFessor of 
Psychology Donald ernst retires 
from teaching at Hillsdale this 
summer, he will embark on a new 
chapter in his life quite different 
from that of most retirees. From 
the rolling farmland of Hillsdale 
county, ernst will make the central 
islands of the Philippines his new 
home. While he will leave behind 
many good friends and experi-
ences accumulated during his nearly 
two decades at Hillsdale college, 
he hopes to return to the inter-
ests that originally motivated him 
before his career in psychology.
 A native of st. Joseph, mis-
souri, ernst loved nature as a child. 
“i remember watching a film about 
pollution at school one day,” he 
recalled, “and i decided then that 
i wanted to do something about 
cleaning up the environment.” 
that sense of social responsibility 
stuck with ernst throughout his 
youth, and when he reached col-
lege, he studied engineering, with 
ambitions of learning new ways to 
generate clean energy. An experi-
ence working at the oak ridge 
national Laboratory the summer 
after his sophomore year in col-
lege, however, caused ernst to ask 
himself some deep questions.
 “i began to wonder, why do 
people make the choices they 
make? Why do people make 
destructive decisions, not only 
about the environment, but also in 
how they treat one another?” From 
mechanical engineering, ernst made 
the leap to social psychology, earn-
ing master’s and doctoral degrees 
from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 ernst arrived at Hillsdale in 
1990, drawn to the college because 
he believed he could teach every-
thing he wanted to teach. “that’s 
certainly turned out to be true,” 
he said. “i’ve enjoyed every class 
that i’ve taught here.” He points in 
particular to his social psychology 
courses and a course on kierkeg-
aard and nietzsche team-taught 
with Professors Jim stephens and 
Peter blum as especially fun classes.
 much has changed at Hillsdale 
in the last 18 years, from the physi-
cal appearance of campus to the 
caliber of students. “the students 
are much stronger academically 
now,” ernst said. “We can do a 
lot more in the classroom; they 
work really hard.” the hard work 
of psychology majors at Hillsdale 
has led them into fine graduate 
programs leading to careers in 
fields as varied as law, medi-
cine, education and politics. 
 many may wonder why, at age 
47, ernst would retire to a faraway 
location like the Philippines. “Living 
in the Philippines is inexpensive, and 
to retire at my age, i have to take that 
into consideration,” ernst said with 
a laugh. “the country is physically 
beautiful, and i fell in love with the 
people there on my previous visits. 
Plus, they speak english. everything 
just came together for me to do this.”
 While Hillsdale students and 
faculty will miss ernst’s dedication to 
teaching and his warm and friendly 
personality, ernst looks forward to 
having time to devote to reading, 
writing and research once he finds a 
home and settles in later this year. of 
particular interest to him is the study 
of intergroup conflict, which was 
the focus of several of his seminars 
at Hillsdale. He plans to continue his 
studies on that topic after retiring. He 
has previously lectured at some uni-
versities in the Philippines, and hopes 
to do that on occasion as well. 
 “i will really miss being in the 
classroom,” he said, “because i 
love teaching. And i will miss my 
good friends here. but i hope to 
use what i now know about social 
psychology to understand why 
we do the things we do in regard 
to the environment, and focus on 
those environmental concerns 
that motivated me as a child.”
 monica vanDerWeide, ’95
ernst bids Farewell
Psychology Professor retires to the Philippines 
for rest, research
Dr. Donald Ernst
Ernst, seen here on Parents Weekend in the fall of 2007, will miss teaching but 
looks forward to working on environmental concerns.
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sheri Piper
• controller and Associate vice President 
for Finance
• Joined Hillsdale staff in 1983
• originally worked as a medical 
technician
closing the books on Hillsdale
controller sheri Piper retires
MuCh haS changed 
at Hillsdale college since the 
early 1980s, but one thing that 
remained constant was the ser-
vice and dedication of sheri 
Piper as controller and associate 
vice president for finance. now 
that, too, has changed—Piper has 
retired after 25 years at Hillsdale.
 Piper’s first introduction to 
Hillsdale came when she decided 
to make a career switch. she 
earned her bachelor of science 
degree in medical technology 
from Western michigan University 
and worked at coldwater Hos-
pital for 13 years. However, after 
working 11 christmas days and 
the majority of her weekends, 
Piper sought something new.
 she enrolled at Hillsdale col-
lege to study accounting while still 
working nights, and in two years, 
Piper received a bachelor of arts 
degree. in January of 1983—Piper’s 
last semester at Hillsdale—she 
began working for a local firm, 
osbourne, march and condon, 
until november of that year.
 “one of my professors here 
was ken cole in non-profit account-
ing,” said Piper of the college’s 
chief administrative officer. “He 
said there was an opening in the 
business office, and that started 
my career here at Hillsdale. i was 
the business office manager.” 
 in 1988, Piper became assis-
tant controller. Within a year, 
she became controller, and with 
that came responsibilities such 
as overseeing and preparing the 
college budget, handling audits, 
answering questions on irs and 
tax issues, supervising payroll 
and preparing many external and 
internal reports. there was also 
the challenge of dealing with 
changes in procedures, software 
and government regulations. 
 Hillsdale’s refusal of federal 
taxpayer subsidies gave some 
reprieve from the numerous reports 
required by the Department of 
education. nonetheless, Piper 
and the business office kept vigil 
to ensure that Hillsdale did not 
lose either its non-profit status 
or its financial independence.
 needless to say, Piper remained 
quite busy during her career at 
Hillsdale, and she credits all of 
her co-workers for providing an 
enjoyable and supportive work 
environment. in addition to the 
members of the board of trustees 
she’s gotten to know, Piper will 
miss these colleagues the most. 
 “the transition into the work-
place was just very easy,” she said. 
“the people i worked with really 
helped me learn the ropes here.”
 thankfully, Piper is not com-
pletely gone. she is currently serv-
ing as a consultant for software 
implementation in the college’s 
office of institutional Advance-
ment, and the ardent charger fan 
will still wear her Hillsdale college 
sweatshirt to athletic events.
 in the meantime, Piper hopes 
to spend more time with her ten 
grandchildren, and she looks 
forward to following their many 
activities on a more frequent basis. 
she and her husband, richard, also 
recently purchased a used rv to 
travel with their two great Danes. 
 And although Piper can’t wait 
for more free time, she hopes to 
make use of her talents by doing 
more volunteer work through 
organizations and church groups, 
which usually appoint her as trea-
surer right away. those activities 
will provide a smooth transition 
into the retired life after over two 
decades of non-stop action.
 “in the 25 years i’ve been here, 
no matter what you completed, 
you turned around and there 
was always another challenge,” 
Piper said. “there was always 
something exciting happening.”
 Jeremy Young, ’04
Sheri Piper (back row, center, in white) poses with her extended family 
at a retirement dinner held in her honor.
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tHis sPring HAs been 
a significant one for students in 
the natural sciences at Hillsdale 
college. in addition to opening 
the new facilities of the Joseph H. 
moss Family Laboratory Wing of 
strosacker science center, the col-
lege announced the addition of a 
major and minor in biochemistry. 
 Dr. chris vanorman, dean 
of natural sciences and William 
and berniece grewcock chair in 
chemistry, said the discussion 
about adding biochemistry as a 
field of concentration began over 
five years ago and is now more 
timely than ever. He estimated 
that 40 percent of all chemistry 
research today involves biochem-
istry, a branch of science that 
has soared in popularity among 
high school students as well.
 “every time i talk to a group 
of students about Hillsdale 
college, they ask about bio-
chemistry,” vanorman said. 
“they want to come to Hillsdale 
specifically for that purpose.”
 through the Founders cam-
paign, the college raised the neces-
sary funds for the addition of bio-
chemistry and hired Dr. christopher 
Hamilton, who earned his doctorate 
in chemistry and biochemistry.
 For the next step, the chemistry 
Department worked closely with 
the biology Department to put 
together a curriculum and proposal 
for the college’s educational Poli-
cies committee. the result was a 
combination that provides a strong 
background in chemistry and the 
cellular and molecular branch 
of biology, along with two new 
courses focusing exclusively on 
biochemistry. the committee and 
then the college faculty approved 
the proposal in early march.
 “the biochemistry major is 
really well suited for students who 
want to enter pre-professional 
fields, graduate school, medical 
school or industries like pharma-
ceutical sales,” vanorman said. 
“it gives students another advan-
tage to explore their options.”
 those options include more 
room for electives, since the 
structure of the major covers 
many courses recommended for 
pre-professional study without 
the full requirements of a major in 
biology or chemistry. And there is 
the biochemistry minor for those 
interested in the field but inclined 
to major in something else.
 “students might be really 
interested in science but want to 
go into business or politics,” Ham-
ilton said. “there aren’t enough 
people in those areas that have a 
strong science background, and a 
biochemistry minor would really 
put them ahead in that regard.”
 Hillsdale students will be able 
to earn a major or minor in biochem-
istry starting with the 2008-2009 
academic year. this spring, Ham-
ilton taught the first course on 
biochemistry and will teach the 
upper level course in the fall, com-
plete with a new lab component. 
 meanwhile, the chemistry 
Department has been busily 
applying for grants to renovate 
a lab space for biochemistry. it 
has acquired equipment piece-
meal and hopes to complete the 
lab in the next couple of years. 
During that time, the faculty will 
continue to evaluate the cur-
riculum to ensure they serve the 
campus in the best way possible.
 the response has been very 
encouraging. vanorman said he 
already has a handful of advisees 
who hope to be the first to gradu-
ate with a biochemistry major from 
Hillsdale college and are on track 
to do so in the spring of 2009. 
At that point, vanorman and his 
colleagues hope biochemistry 
students from Hillsdale find them-
selves as equipped as their fellow 
graduates in the natural sciences.
 “When students go to gradu-
ate school or medical school and 
come back to visit, we ask how 
they were prepared and what we 
could do better. they always talk 
about how their peers panic when 
they see the material, and our 
students end up teaching them,” 
vanorman said. “i’m hoping that 
biochemistry is the same way, 
and i’m really excited about it.”
 Jeremy young, ’04
Hillsdale introduces new 
biochemistry major
Program enhancements entice students
New lab facilities and equipment in the Moss Laboratory Wing will 
benefit students pursuing the new biochemistry major or minor.
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rockwell Lake Lodge opens
retreat Facility at g.H. gordon biological station
George and Barbara Gordon, pictured here with  
their son and grandson, provided Hillsdale  
with the grounds for the biological station.
The great room features a fireplace and is the perfect 
environment for cozy gatherings. 
The Rockwell Lake Lodge features ten guest rooms 
and conference facilities.
June marked the exciting open-
ing of Hillsdale college’s rockwell 
Lake Lodge, the new conference 
and retreat facility at the g.H. 
gordon biological station. Located 
near Luther, michigan, a secluded 
setting 25 miles south of cadil-
lac, the biological station was 
established in 1999 and covers 
685 acres of preserved natural 
resources in Lake county, includ-
ing the 50-acre rockwell Lake.
 the upscale 16,000-square-foot 
lodge features ten guest rooms, 
all equipped with fireplaces, flat 
screen televisions, microwaves, 
mini-refrigerators, small dining 
table and chairs, and private 
balconies. one barrier-free guest 
suite is available, as is wireless 
internet. Facilities include a con-
ference room (complete with a 
whiteboard, LcD projector and 
screen), great room with fireplace, 
exercise facility and a full service 
dining room with a variety of menu 
choices and an extended deck. 
 guests will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy quiet, eco-friendly 
recreation year-round: fishing, 
kayaking, canoeing, pedal boating 
and walking the trails for nature’s 
view of the forests, marshes and 
wildlife indigenous to the area. 
there is also a nearby golf course. 
introductory Lodge packages start 
at $139 per night based on double 
occupancy and includes breakfast. 
children 12 and under stay free.
 those interested in visiting the 
rockwell Lake Lodge (advanced 
reservations only) should call the 
Dow Leadership center at (517) 
437-3311; e-mail questions to the 
management team of gerard (Jerry) 
and LuAnn trombly at ltrombly@
hillsdale.edu. visit the Web site 
at therockwelllakelodge.com.
 the college continues to 
provide a complete educational 
experience for science students 
through such opportunities as 
the LAUreAtes program, the 
south African research project 
and the g.H. gordon biological 
station. And, of course, the much 
anticipated moss Family Labora-
tory Wing opened this January. 
 A portrait of Joe and nena 
moss, painted by chairman and 
Professor of Art sam knecht, 
was unveiled at the ceremony 
and will be placed in the north 
lobby of the new wing.
 “it is a beautiful facility, and 
it is a joy,” vanorman said. “i feel 
like a kid in a candy store.”
 Another painting, this one of 
Lee and roland Witte, was originally 
unveiled in may of 2000 during a 
formal dedication ceremony for the 
naming of the Lee and roland Witte 
natural sciences Division at Hillsdale 
college. now that the ambitions the 
Wittes held for the natural sciences 
at Hillsdale have been attained, 
the portrait will find its permanent 
home in the south lobby of the 
moss Family Laboratory Wing.
 Jeremy young, ’04
CelebraTioNs continued from page 9
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alumni neWs
1950s
Joan haynes hansen, ’50, has written 
a book entitled 100 Years in Miami: 
betrayal Under the Palms. this historical 
novel was released in march 2008. Joan 
was formerly a newspaper reporter 
and advertising copywriter in chicago. 
As a teacher and administrator in the 
miami Dade county Public schools, 
she has written educational units 
and grants, and was a supervisor of 
student-teacher interns at the University 
of miami and Florida international 
University. she lives in miami and 
sacramento with her husband, claude. 
e-mail: claudehanJoanhan@aol.com
1960s
Susan payne 
woodrow, ’62, 
was given the 
Distinguished 
Waite Alumni 
Award and was 
inducted into the 
ranks of the Waite High school 
Distinguished Alumni at a Purple and 
gold celebration on April 11, 2008. 
the award program began in 1981, 
and only 94 recipients have been 
inducted. earlier that day, the inductees 
spoke to the high school students in 
an assembly. susan resides at 3631 
Dorothy Lane, Waterford, mi 48329. 
e-mail: zsazsaqq@hotmail.com
1970s
Betsey harmon 
Guenther, ’71, KKG, 
has retired from 
the midland Public 
schools after 35 
years of teaching. 
betsey and her hus-
band, louie, ’72, aTo, enjoy their two 
grandsons, Wyatt, age two, and noah, age 
14 months. Louie and betsey live at 4419 
Washington street, midland, mi 48642. 
James Macklin, ’72, has completed his 
fourth year of support to the U.s. Forces 
in southwest Asia, related to the efforts 
in iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. He 
maintains a home in camas, Washington, 
with his wife. His retirement is ap-
proaching. James sends his regards to 
all of the warriors in southwest Asia. 
e-mail: jmacklin@ch2m.com
Gene Goering, ’74, and his wife, Janet, 
will celebrate their 53rd wedding anni-
versary on June 26, 2008. they are both 
retired, Janet from teaching and gene 
from local politics and farming. they have 
four children: michelle, who is a nurse; 
gene Jr., who is a veterinarian and an 
outstanding athlete both in football and 
basketball; Jana, who is a nurse; and 
kristi, who is a teacher. the family resides 
at 12320 yost road, Hudson, mi 49247. 
Joe McFarland, ’76, head baseball 
coach at James madison University in 
Harrisonburg, virginia, recently attained 
his 500th win in collegiate baseball. 
He is in his 11th season as head coach 
of JmU, with previous head coaching 
stops at northern illinois University 
and a brief stint at kellogg community 
college in battle creek. He has also 
been an assistant coach at Hillsdale 
college, Appalachian state, Florida state, 
georgia tech and the University of south 
Florida. He has written three books on 
pitching and is a popular speaker on 
baseball throughout the United states 
and europe. Joe was a member of both 
the football and baseball programs at 
Hillsdale college and was the president 
of the senior class and the varsity club. 
1980s
John Krueger, ’80, conducted the 
Houston premiere of “the Passion 
According to st. John” by carl schalk 
on good Friday (march 21, 2008) at 
christ the servant Lutheran church in 
Houston, texas, where he serves as 
the music director. John and his family 
reside at 1438 Wisterwood, Houston, 
tX 77043. e-mail: operajohn@att.net
david Kirchmaier, ’81, TKe, went to 
new york city with his wife, virginia, 
on march 1 and saw a production of 
his late uncle William inges’ play Come 
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back little sheba. the star of the play 
is s. epatha merkerson (aka Lt. Anita 
van buren of law & order). they spent 
20 minutes backstage, and it was 
the highlight of the weekend. David 
would like to hear from his fraternity 
brothers. e-mail: cri@bex.net
Reserve Major Byron w. duke, ’86, 
has been activated in the United states 
marine corps in support of the global 
War on terror. He was recently trans-
ferred from the Joint reserve base car-
swell in Fort Worth, texas, to a reserve 
marine infantry battalion based in the 
new york area. He recently completed 
extensive training at the marine corps 
Air ground combat center in twenty-
nine Palms, california, and was certified 
as a Joint terminal Air controller. the 
second battalion, 25th marines, began 
pre-deployment training in twenty-nine 
Palms for three months in may. While 
there, byron will conduct training, utiliz-
ing precision-guided munitions from 
fixed and rotary winged aircraft in sup-
port of the battalion’s mission of counter 
insurgency, force security and iraqi 
military instruction. byron will deploy 
as a battalion air officer from twenty-
nine Palms for iraq on september 11, 
2008, for seven months. During his ac-
tive duty career, byron was an F/A-18 
Hornet pilot from 1986 to 1998. He had 
five deployments overseas, including 
two combat tours during Desert storm 
and bosnia-Herzegovina with 52 air 
combat missions. He and his wife, kim, 
have two children, Denton and Dexter. 
Last year, byron was the vice president 
of the granbury High school tD club 
and is currently a pilot with American 
Airlines on a military leave of absence.
Cedric Richner, ’86, founder of the 
fundraising consulting firm richner & 
richner, LLc, in Ann Arbor, was recently 
awarded the 2007 garners third 
Fasttrack Award by the Washtenaw 
Development council. to be considered 
for this award, a business must have 
had an annual revenue of at least 
$100,000 in 2003 and demonstrated 
20 percent average growth in revenue 
during the next three years, with 2006 
revenue exceeding 2005 revenue. 
the awards were presented at the 
2007 Deals of the year gala at eastern 
michigan University, an event that 
recognized leading individuals and 
companies for their contributions in 
creating a vibrant business culture in 
Washtenaw county. since its creation 
in 1997, richner & richner has provided 
consulting services to numerous regional 
and national non-profit organizations. 
e-mail: cedric@richnerrichner.com
dianna hynds Bales, ’88, aXd, was 
awarded the mary mason Lyon Award 
on April 24, 2008, for excellence in 
teaching, research and service at 
texas Woman’s University. the award, 
named for the founder of the first U.s. 
women’s college, mount Holyoke, is 
the highest honor awarded to junior 
faculty at tWU where DiAnna has been 
an assistant professor for five years. 
At Hillsdale, she was a biology and 
mathematics double major and member 
of beta beta beta biology honorary. 
she lives in Denton, texas, with her 
husband, rodney bales, and their two 
four-legged canine “kids,” owsley and 
carmelita. e-mail: dhynds@twu.edu
1990s
alexis Smithwick 
Vear, ’92, is 
married to Kevin 
Vear, ’89. they 
have two children, 
edward, age 12, 
and isabella, age 
ten. Alexis and kevin met during an 
audition for a tower Players production 
at Hillsdale. After their children started 
school, Alexis wanted to return to her 
love of music. in 2004, she decided 
to make an album of songs she had 
written to leave her children. this 
album ended up getting national 
airplay, was sold on three continents 
and was used in an international 
documentary called on our own. 
she has recently released a rock album 
called let it Go that has generated 
over 4,000 views on myspace.com. 
Her Web page is alexisvear.com. 
e-mail: alexissvear@bellsouth.net
Justin Marks, ’95, SC, earned an mbA 
from kaplan University, in march 2008. 
He has been in san Antonio since 1996. 
He was a linguist/intelligence analyst in 
the Air Force for nine years and is now 
working as a product development 
manager in the k-12 learning and 
development division at educational 
testing service. He is starting his doctor 
of business administration program 
through northcentral University. e-mail: 
sigmachiman@hotmail.com
heather Mclaughlin Miller, ’95, is the 
varsity volleyball coach at Petoskey 
High school, and has led her team to an 
overall record of 35-9-1 and their first 
district championship since 2002. she 
is also a stay-at-home mom for her two 
daughters, Annie, age six, and Peyton, 
age four. Her husband, Jason, ’95, 
finished coaching his 11th season of 
junior varsity basketball at Petoskey High 
school and led them to a record of 19-1 
this year. He continues to work in sales 
for miller Forest Products and is a partner 
in global Wood solutions, an import 
company. the family resides at 1051 Hoff-
man street, Petoskey, mi 49770. e-mail: 
heatherannemiller@hotmail.com
adrienne norris noll, ’96, lives in 
Pinehurst, north carolina, where she 
teaches elementary school at a year-
round public school. Her husband, chris, 
is a golf course superintendent at Forest 
creek golf club. their daughter, greta, is 
two and awaits her sister clara’s arrival in 
the spring! e-mail: adenoll@mac.com
erin doherty, ’97, has moved. Her 
new address is 93 route 130, P.o. 
box 353, Forestdale, mA 02644. 
e-mail: emDoherty@aol.com
John alexandrowski, ’98, has 
moved. His new address is 1525 
roy road, Petoskey, mi 49770. 
e-mail: jsalex@hughes.net
erin Mcnamara wright Bemis, ’98, 
was named executive director of the 
charlevoix Area chamber of commerce 
in January 2008. the chamber 
celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year, and erin is thrilled to have the 
opportunity to lead it into the next 
half-century. she lives in charlevoix 
with her husband, Jim, and their 
three sons: Addison, age seven; 
Jackson, age five; and garrett, age 
four. e-mail: bemis@charlevoix.org
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2000s
Jami Shrock 
Guenther, ’02, 
has been named 
regional technical 
and quality 
representative 
for rose Pest 
solutions’ western michigan and 
indiana operations. she will be based 
in kalamazoo and will serve in the 
technical quality department with 
responsibilities including quality 
assurance, pest identification, problem 
solving and training. Her area-specific 
expertise involves knowledge of aquatic 
insects. guenther is a member of Pi chi 
omega (the national professional pest 
control fraternity). she, her husband 
and their son reside in kalamazoo. 
adam and Zachary Klumpp, 
’02, ’07, have moved again! their 
new mailing address is P.o. box 
14814, Jackson, Wy 83002. e-mail: 
awklumpp@yahoo.com 
Michelle Robbins, ’02, has been 
promoted to coordinator of public 
information at the national merit 
scholarship corporation in evanston, 
illinois. she has been employed there 
since september 2005. michelle 
currently resides at 1850 n. milwaukee 
Avenue 2e, chicago, iL 60647. e-mail: 
msrobbins02@yahoo.com 
will Smiley, ’05, was awarded a 
full scholarship through the gates 
cambridge trust to study for a Ph.D. 
in oriental studies at cambridge 
University in england. Will resides at 
1316 Heritage center, salt Lake city, Ut 
84112. e-mail: willasmiley@aim.com 
TheSe hillSdale aluMni find life peaceful 
yet busy on the north shore of Lake michigan on the garden 
Peninsula, and their paths often cross at various local activities. 
Marian willbur herriman, ’62, pBp, and her husband, Art, first 
bought property on the peninsula in 1988. they built a home in 
1996 and reside there part time along with owning a residence 
in the battle creek area. marian is active in the garden congrega-
tional church in the music and children’s programs. she has been 
a member of the local book club since its inception in 1999. After 
Hillsdale, she taught kindergarten and preschool for 33 years, retir-
ing from the Leslie Public schools in 1996. she and Art enjoy big bay 
de noc school athletic events and the many outdoor activities in 
the area. together, they have six children and 12 grandchildren.
Melissa williams Smith, ’62, pBp, and her husband, gordon, 
moved to the peninsula in 1995. she received her master’s degree 
at michigan state University in 1972 and worked as a k-12 teacher 
in the east Lansing Public schools for 15 years. missy has served as 
president of the village Artisans, a not-for-profit arts organization 
providing art experiences and activities for the local community. 
she also owned and operated a gift shop in the village, has been 
a member of the local investment and book clubs, and enjoys 
being an artist. she works with her husband selling real estate in 
the area. together, they have six sons and six grandchildren. 
John Bagley, ’63, first moved to the peninsula as a summer 
resident in 1998. After retiring, he and his wife, sara, moved there 
permanently in 2004. John served in the coldwater schools for 
38 years as a teacher and principal. He was also on the coldwater 
city commission. He received his master’s degree from central 
michigan University. John and sara have two sons and one 
grandchild. John serves as president of Friends of the Fayette 
Historic town site, is on the local task force for employment and 
economic development, and works with local fishermen in the 
collecting of roe for caviar. He is co-moderator at the Fayette 
congregational church, a member of the boniface Art center 
in escanaba and an antique dealer in manistique. He works 
part time as a tour director with travel Adventures (Lapeer), 
escorting school groups on trips throughout the country. 
Rosie Tetzlaff Krall, ’66, taught in the Wayne-Westland schools 
for 30 years. she and her husband, Ray, ’66, spent seven months 
in Alaska after retiring and then relocated to michigan’s garden 
Peninsula in 1997. rosie has been active in the community, serving 
as president of the garden Peninsula Historical society and on the 
board at the village Artisans and garden gallery. she is active with a 
quilt group, her church and social services. she has been a substitute 
teacher at the big bay school and a member of the local book club. 
she is presently working on costumes for the local high school 
drama production and is three hours away from obtaining her 
master’s degree. ray received his master’s degree in education from 
eastern michigan University. He also taught in the Wayne-Westland 
schools for 30 years. He was active in helping build the new addition 
to the Historical society building in garden, and he was a substitute 
teacher. ray and rosie have two children and four grandchildren. 
Rebecca Root, ’07, a swartz creek native, received a degree 
in elementary education from the University of michigan—Flint 
and then attended Hillsdale for a secondary education degree 
in spanish. While at Hillsdale, becky’s parents moved to the 
garden Peninsula. she was fortunate to find a job teaching 
spanish at nearby manistique High school. she assists her 
mother, theresa, the drama coach at the big bay High school, 
as artistic director. becky is the newest Hillsdale alum to 
move to the peninsula and can boast being the only active 
teacher among a group of Hillsdale teacher retirees.
Life is as busy as you want it to be on this peninsula of approxi-
mately 800 residents, which swells to over 1,000 during the sum-
mer months. the local butcher was once overheard saying, “i will 
never leave the garden Peninsula unless i absolutely have to!” 
now the well-kept secret of the great living in this spot is out!
From left: John Bagley, ’63; Marian Willbur Herriman, ’62; 
Melissa Williams Smith, ’62; Rebecca Root, ’07; 
Rosie Tetzlaff Krall, ’66; and Ray Krall, ’66.
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1990s
Carrie Kister, 
’95, pBp, 
married Fernan 
Peralta on 
June 3, 2006, 
at Holy spirit 
catholic church 
in Atlanta, 
georgia. the 
couple welcomed family and friends 
from all over the country and from 
Fernan’s native costa rica. the couple 
enjoyed a two-week honeymoon in 
beijing, Xian and shanghai, china. carrie 
is a spanish teacher at JJ Daniell middle 
school in marietta, georgia, and Fernan 
works as an it consultant for merial Ltd. 
in Duluth, georgia. the couple resides at 
3133 Dunton street, smyrna, gA 30080. 
e-mail: caroline.Peralta@cobbk12.org 
Brandy 
warren, ’99, 
pBp, married 
Periklis beltas 
on December 
22, 2007, at 
our Lady of 
grace catholic 
church 
in encino, california. the reception 
followed later that evening at Pinot 
bistro restaurant in studio city. Periklis 
is a senior software architect at 
clear channel communications and 
is completing a master’s degree in 
financial mathematics at the University 
of southern california, where he also 
holds master’s degrees in geophysics 
and electrical engineering. brandy 
recently graduated from thomas 
Jefferson school of Law and is studying 
for the california bar. she is currently 
working at congressman brad sherman’s 
district office as a research and policy 
assistant. the couple’s second wedding 
will be held in Periklis’ hometown of 
Patras, greece, in late August 2008. 
the couple’s Los Angeles wedding 
photos are available at pbase.com/
beltas/wedding. the beltas are 
currently residing in Los Angeles. e-mail: 
brandywarren15@hotmail.com
2000s
elisabeth 
ashmore, ’00, 
pBp, married Dr. 
Peter riley bahr 
on February 
2, 2008, at 
mariner’s church 
of Detroit. maid 
of honor was 
anna ashmore, ’08; bridesmaids 
were abby ashmore, ’10, and Jessica 
Jorrisen, ’00, pBp. other Hillsdale alumni 
in attendance were Jen Fassett Kiefer, 
’00, pBp; andrea delle-Monache 
Zacharek, ’00, pBp; Kristy Rohde, ’00, 
pBp; Jessica Mcparland ashmore, ’02, 
pBp; and Captain Jonathan ashmore, 
’02, SC. the couple honeymooned in 
Puerto vallarta, mexico, for 11 days. 
Peter is a professor of sociology at 
Wayne state University in Detroit. 
originally from sacramento, california, 
Peter moved to michigan in 2004 after 
completing his Ph.D. at the University 
of california—Davis. immediately 
following graduation from Hillsdale 
in 2000, elisabeth began a 13-month 
accelerated bsn program at st. mary’s 
college of notre Dame and graduated 
the following spring with her bsn. she 
currently works at William beaumont 
Hospital-royal oak in the cardiac 
intensive care unit. elisabeth and Peter 
reside at 1280 West troy street, Ferndale, 
mi 48220. e-mail: liz.bahr@yahoo.com
Jennifer 
Goodell, ’00, 
Co, married 
Douglas 
smolinski on 
september 
28, 2007, at 
guardian 
Angels catholic 
church in clawson. the reception was 
held at the san marino club in troy. 
Hillsdale alumna in the wedding party 
included Melissa Boutwell Sikora, 
’00, Co; Kate ojala Cassise, ’00, Co; 
Maryea pike Flaherty, ’00, Co; and 
Justine Finn Galbraith, ’01, Co. other 
Hillsdale guests in attendance were 
Missy Bringard, ’99, Co; Joe Cassise, 
’00; Mary Beth Collins, ’01, Co; andy 
weddings
e-mail us your news at magazine@hillsdale.edu or use 
the enclosed postage-paid envelope. to submit news 
for the next issue of Hillsdale Magazine, please send it 
to us by october 3, 2008.
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and Mandy Regelin osborne, ’99, dSp; 
’99, Co; Rebecca anderson Vartanian, 
’00, Co; and danielle Voros, ’00, Co.
Jenny works for an investment firm in 
birmingham and Doug, a University of 
michigan graduate, is a purchasing agent 
for Delphi. the couple resides at 260 
south manitou, clawson, mi 48017. 
e-mail: jennifergoodell@hotmail.com
daniel Coughlin, ’02, married tamra 
kaeb on november 11, 2007, in 
sabetha, kansas. in attendance were 
Matt and laura Coughlin Boehringer, 
’03, ’04; Chris Kateff, ’03; Mike and
andrea Jackson driscoll, ’01, ’03;
and Dave Lagory. Daniel and tamra 
have photos of their wedding and 
everyday life online at danandtami.
net. Daniel graduated from the 
University of michigan with a Ph.D. in 
biological chemistry in August 2007 
and then immediately began law 
school at the University of toledo. 
Daniel and tamra reside at 2150 Pauline 
boulevard #203, Ann Arbor, mi 48103. 
e-mail: dcoughli@gmail.com
nathaniel Volkema, ’02, was married 
to Heather Wolters on January 5, 
2008, in Holland. Heather is an er 
nurse at metro Hospital in grand 
rapids. After working in the grand 
rapids firm of John Hancock the last 
four years, nathaniel has opened the 
Lakeshore firm of John Hancock in 
Holland, where he will continue to 
build his own business as a financial 
advisor and also be responsible for 
the growth of the new Lakeshore firm. 
the couple resides at 533 columbia 
Avenue, Loft 016, Holland, mi 49423. 
e-mail: ntvolkema@yahoo.com
Sarah Bulgrien, 
’04, married 
eric carlson 
on november 
3, 2006, at 
new covenant 
church in 
clio. Hillsdale 
alumni in the 
wedding party 
were Stephanie Fazekas, ’04; Brittany 
dixon, ’04; and Jennie Bates, ’04.
Jordan and Melissa irish Fazekas, ’05, 
’05, were the photographers. sarah and 
eric currently live in Portsmouth, virginia. 
e-mail: sarahcarlson06@gmail.com
Matthew 
Gaetano, 
’05, and amy 
plopper, ’06, 
were married on 
June 16, 2006, 
in La crosse, 
Wisconsin, 
with Amy wearing the turkish dress 
she had purchased on the summer 
2005 Honors Program trip. they were 
honored to have Hillsdale graduates 
Stephen Gaetano, ’07; Michael 
Kelleher, ’06; lee Cole, ’04; laurel 
Schamp, ’07; and allison platter 
prasch, ’06, in their wedding party, as 
well as many other friends. the couple 
now resides in media, Pennsylvania, 
while matthew pursues his Ph.D. at 
the University of Pennsylvania in the 
history of the renaissance. the couple 
loves guests and mail and can be 
contacted at 275 glen riddle road, 
Apt. c13, media, PA 19063. e-mail: 
matthew.gaetano@gmail.com
Jennifer 
yarnell, ’05, 
married 
benjamin sheriff 
on July 22, 2006, 
in toledo, ohio. 
members of 
the wedding 
party included 
maid of honor 
andrea duncan, ’05, and ali Malm, 
’05. guests in attendance included Carly 
Crowley, ’05, and Justin Stoll, ’04. on 
may 17, 2008, Jennifer graduated from 
Ave maria school of Law in Ann Arbor. in 
march 2008, she received and accepted 
an offer from the office of the maricopa 
county Attorney in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Upon passing the Arizona bar, she will be 
sworn in as a Deputy county Attorney. 
that’s right, her job title will be Deputy 
sheriff! e-mail: jasheriff@hotmail.com
Bonnie Belew, 
’06, KKG, and
alan Mellish, 
’06, dSp, were 
married on 
August 4, 2007, 
at Ascension 
and Holy 
trinity church 
in cincinnati, ohio. the bride is 
daughter to Guy Belew, ’80, dTd, and 
cindy belew and Barbara pickl, ’81, 
pBp. the bridal party included Jane 
hardman, ’06, Co; Zhenya lundgren, 
’06, KKG; abby daubenmire, ’06, 
KKG; Kaci Jagutis, ’06, KKG; peter 
Manto, ’07, dSp; James Sprankle, 
’08, dSp; Matthew Mohr, ’07; and 
Morgan engeman, ’06. other Hillsdale 
guests included Charles Streeter, ’80, 
TKe; Sally Streeter, ’81, Co; Renata 
Bankowski, ’06, KKG; elizabeth lulek, 
’06, KKG; Jay wilson, ’05; Kyle wilson, 
’05; ashley laCarter, ’08, KKG; Cate 
adamson, ’07, KKG; Meghan Collinge, 
’05, KKG; Sarah Kern, ’08, KKG; patrick 
Knowles, ’05; James Kasuboski, ’06; 
Brittany williams, ’07, KKG; Mallon 
Mackenzie, ’07, KKG; anne Berlucchi, 
’05, KKG; ellen Berlucchi, ’09, KKG; 
and paul Funnell, ’05. Father Duane 
beauchamp officiated the ceremony. 
the bride’s grandparents, David and 
marge belew, Hillsdale college trustee 
and Women commissioner, were also 
in attendance. the couple currently 
resides in Arlington, virginia, and both 
work for the corporate executive 
board. e-mail: bbmellish@gmail.com
Tim and alycia 
polce nielsen, 
’07, ’06, were 
united in marriage 
on June 9, 2007. 
the nuptial mass 
took place at 
the cathedral 
of saint Patrick in charlotte, north 
carolina, where the couple’s parents 
both now reside. the maid of honor 
was Alycia’s sister kerri Polce, and the 
best man was tim’s brother Patrick 
nielsen. the mass was celebrated by 
reverend brian stanley, and members 
of the bridal party included natalie 
Kompik, ’06; erica nielsen Ford, ’05; 
Stephen Gaetano, ’07; philip nielsen, 
’03; and andrew deFusco, ’05. Also 
in attendance were bill thomasson, 
Melinda dille nielsen, ’04; Matthew 
Gaetano, ’05; amy plopper Gaetano, 
’06; Karen Miller, ’08—who served as 
flower attendant—Rick lingvai, ’05; 
patrick Ford, ’06; Charles new, ’06; 
Jackie hunt Timmer, ’07; Ryan Timmer, 
’07; abe dane, ’09; Matt Schonert, 
’06; Dr. Lucy moye; and Katie Torvinen, 
’07—who caught the bride’s bouquet. 
the reception was held at Pine Lakes 
country club in mint Hill, north carolina, 
and included dinner and dancing. After 
a week’s honeymoon, tim and Alycia 
now reside in greenville, south carolina. 
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1970s
dan dodds, 
’79, and 
his wife, 
christy, 
announce 
the birth 
of William 
Wallace (pictured at 15 months), 
who joins his two sisters, Anna, age 
seven, and Jenna, age three. the 
Dodds reside at 104 Hickory Drive, 
simpsonville, sc 29681, where Dan is 
an assistant pastor of Woodruff road 
Presbyterian church. He welcomes 
contact from Hillsdale friends. e-mail: 
dan@woodruffroad.com
1980s
Matt Martin, ’83, dSp, 
and his wife, rebecca, 
announce the birth 
of their second child, 
nicholas vaughn, who 
was born on August 
18, 2007. He weighed 6 lbs., 3 oz. and 
was 19 inches long. He was welcomed 
home by his older sister, camryn, 
age two. the family resides at 2200 
cloverdale court, columbus, oH 43235. 
e-mail: matthew8380@wowway.com
andrew Kaplan, 
‘85, sc, and his 
wife, traci Lee, 
announce the birth 
of their first child, 
calder Julian Lee, 
born on April 18, 2008. He weighed 
7 lbs., 6 oz. and measured 22 inches. 
Andrew and his family reside at 10 
chesney Lane, erdenheim, PA 19038. 
e-mail: andrewgkaplan@aol.com
diane 
Spillson 
Keenley, 
’88, KKG, 
and her 
husband, 
kevin, joyfully announce the birth of 
their third child, callen James, born on 
october 29, 2007. He was welcomed 
home by big sisters cate Anastacia, 
age six, and Abigail rose, age three. 
the family resides in san Francisco, 
california. e-mail: dskeenley@att.net
1990s
david and dana 
dunlap Kendzicky, 
’90, ’90, celebrated 
the birth of their 
eighth child, katherine 
Ann, who was born 
on January 31, 2008. she weighed 
7 lbs., 6 oz. and was 20 inches long. 
she joins her brothers, matthew, age 
15; Joseph, age 13; benjamin, age 11; 
Andrew, age eight; gregory, age six; 
and James, age two; and sister, Abby, 
age four. the family resides at 4954 
mother teresa, Ann Arbor, mi 48105. 
e-mail: danakendzicky@hughes.net
Rebecca everett 
Varga, ’91, and 
her husband, Paul, 
announce the birth 
of their son, everett 
Paul, who was born 
on July 10, 2007. He 
weighed 7 lbs., 4 oz. and was 19 3/4 
inches long. the family resides at 2881 
n. Hayes street, Avon, oH 44011. 
Kelly Christenson 
Simon, ’93, aXd,
and her husband, 
mark, announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, Aubree 
taylor, who was born 
on november 23, 2004. Aubree, age 
three, joins her brother, christian blake, 
age eight. kelly and mark both teach high 
school at neuqua valley in naperville, 
illinois. kelly has been a head coach 
for the girls’ volleyball team throughout 
her 13 years as a physical education 
teacher. mark is an english teacher and 
was formerly kelly’s assistant prior to 
the couple having children. the family 
resides at 172 Forestview court, Aurora, 
iL 60502. e-mail: kelly simon@ipsd.org
eliot Baggs, 
’94, SC, and 
his wife, 
kristine, 
announce 
the birth of their twin boys, griffin and 
Jake, who were born on December 
3, 2007. eliot is the director of sales 
and marketing at beach mfg. co. 
births
HoW Do i sUbmit neWs?
send it in the enclosed business reply envelope,
or e-mail it to magazine@hillsdale.edu.
• Photos will be returned—be sure to 
include your name on the back of 
the photo.
• Photos may also be submitted 
electronically (.jpg, .tif, .eps). High 
resolution fi les will produce better 
results. scan at 300 dpi or set your 
digital camera to Fine/superfi ne.
• Please include class years of alumni.
noTe: Hillsdale only prints announce-
ments that are submitted by you or, in 
the case of an obituary, the immediate 
family. We will not print obituaries or 
other announcements that have been 
submitted by someone other than an 
immediate family member.
For QUestions or eXtrA coPies oF HiLLsDALe mAgAZine:
call monica vanDerWeide at (517) 607-2624 
or e-mail magazine@hillsdale.edu.
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the family resides at 4104 bentley 
Drive, springfield, oH 45504. e-mail: 
eliotbaggs@beachmfgco.com
paul and Jessica hall 
Killgallon, ’95, ’96, 
announce the birth of 
their miracle baby girl, 
Jaclyn victoria, who 
was born on June 5, 
2007. Paul is an appren-
tice in the PgA golf management program 
and has passed level two (of three levels) 
this month. Jessica started a home-
based jewelry design business in 2005 
and enjoys staying home with Jaclyn.
Mark haener, 
’96, and his wife, 
tara, celebrated 
the birth of 
their first child, 
gianna maria, on 
January 25, 2008. mark is a marketing 
manager at general motors in Detroit, 
and tara is a kindergarten teacher at 
cedar crest Academy in clarkston. 
the family resides in rochester Hills. 
e-mail: mark.haener@gm.com
laura dykes Carl, ’97, 
Co, and her husband, 
mark, are proud to 
announce the birth 
of their first child, ella 
sage, on september 
4, 2006. ella weighed 
6 lbs., 5 oz. and was 20 inches long. the 
family resides at 465 constitution street, 
canton, mi 48188. e-mail: 
LDykes@lawschool.gonzaga.edu
andrea Brichta 
Johnesee, ’97, Co, 
and her husband, 
evan, announce the 
birth of their sec-
ond daughter, mad-
eline elise, born on 
December 2, 2007. maddie was proudly 
welcomed by big sister Aly, age five. 
Andrea is a specialty representative with 
Pfizer, inc., and evan is a firefighter/para-
medic. e-mail: ajohnesee@gmail.com
Katie Koelling 
diMambro, ’98, Co, 
and her husband, 
James, are happy to 
announce the birth 
of their second child, 
gabriella Ann, on march 17, 2008. 
she weighed 6 lbs., 10 oz. and was 
19 inches long. gabbi was welcomed 
home by big sister karina, age two. 
katie and James moved in october 
2006 from their condo in chicago to 
a house in a southwest suburb of the 
city. they reside at 15700 south 88th 
Avenue, orland Park, iL 60462. James 
is a creative director at a marketing 
agency in chicago while katie continues 
to be a stay-at-home mom. e-mail: 
kdimambro@sbcglobal.net
Michael and Melissa 
libby Knutsen, ’98, 
’98, are happy to 
announce the birth 
of their second 
son, chase michael, 
who arrived on 
June 11, 2007. chase was welcomed 
home by big brother noah Parker. the 
knutsen family resides in Plymouth 
where mike is a senior national account 
manager for Zebra technologies, 
and melissa is a stay-at-home mom 
who does some political fundraising 
and event planning on the side. 
e-mail: melknutsen@yahoo.com
ariana Macksey an-
derson, ’99, and her 
husband, mike, joyfully 
welcome ethan mikael, 
born on october 18, 
2007. ethan weighed 6 
lbs., 15 oz. Ariana has 
returned to working part time as a veteri-
narian, and mike is currently in graduate 
school full time for the U.s. coast guard, 
so ethan is able to spend all of his time 
with one or both parents at home. the 
family lives in seattle, Washington. e-mail: 
islavet@hotmail.com
Tonya estes 
Bullach, ’99, 
KKG, and her 
husband, Pete, 
are pleased to 
announce the 
birth of their son, 
ryan edward, 
born June 25, 
2007. ryan weighed 8 lbs., 3 oz. and 
was 22 inches long. tonya is fortunate 
enough to continue her executive sales 
position with sanofi-Aventis part time 
in Ann Arbor, allowing her more time 
to spend with ryan. e-mail: tonya.
bullach@sanofi-aventis.com
emily Kellerman John-
son, ’99, aXd, and 
her husband, craig, 
announce the birth of 
their third child, Aidan 
merle. He was born 
on February 12, 2007. 
He weighed 8 lbs., 10 oz. and was 21 
inches long. Aidan is adored by his big 
sisters, olivia, age five, and isabella, age 
four. craig is a software engineer, and 
emily is the assistant early childhood 
director/head teacher at the blue Water 
ymcA in Port Huron. the family resides 
at 3692 connie Lane, Fort gratiot, mi 
48059. e-mail: eajohnsonii@yahoo.com
2000s
Bill and
angela 
perrault 
Kirschner, 
’00, ’01, are 
proud to 
announce 
the birth of their son, ethan William, 
born on march 29, 2008. He was three 
weeks early, weighed 7 lbs. and was 18 
inches long. you can continue to watch 
him grow at ourbabynews.com/
babykirschner2008. the family resides 
at 13328 n. 153rd Lane, surprise, AZ 
85379. e-mail: akirschner@cox.net
e. Martin and Kim 
Gillesse enriquez, 
’01; ’01, pBp, 
announce the birth 
of their daughter, 
elena grace, on 
July 10, 2007. elena weighed 5 lbs., 11 
oz. and was 18 inches long. she was 
welcomed home by big brother ethan, 
who turned three in march 2008. A few 
weeks prior to elena’s birth, the family 
relocated to Denver, colorado, where 
martin joined the law firm of Wheeler, 
trigg, kennedy, LLP. kim is thoroughly 
enjoying life as a stay-at-home mom. 
e-mail: kbenriquez@hotmail.com
Sandra Buck 
lashaway, 
’02, and her 
husband, 
ryan, 
along with 
daughters 
claire and rebekah, welcomed William 
kevin to the world on January 16, 2008. 
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sandra and ryan are enjoying their three 
children and thank god for blessing 
them so richly. sandi is also enjoying her 
new “career” as a stay-at-home mom 
and treasures the opportunity to spend 
so much precious time with the children. 
e-mail: Lashaway@peoplepc.com
Jonathan and 
Miriam Vimont 
nikkila, ’02, ’03, 
welcomed their first 
child, elisa mae, on 
october 9, 2006. she 
weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. 
and was 21 inches long. she celebrated 
her first shared birthday with her mom 
this past fall. elisa is a happy, easy-going 
little girl and brings much joy to her 
parents. Jonathan and miriam live in 
grand rapids, where Jonathan works 
for an education reform political action 
committee and miriam is a stay-at-home 
mom. e-mail: jonathannikkila@hotmail.
com or mmnikkila@hotmail.com 
Chris and elizabeth 
Benham Seufert, 
’02, dTd; ’01, Co, are 
proud to announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, catherine 
Darlene, who was born september 9, 
2007. catherine weighed 7 lbs., 5 oz. 
and was 19 inches long. elizabeth is 
taking an extended leave-of-absence 
from Deloitte tax to stay home with 
catherine while chris continues his 
career with Physicians Physical therapy. 
the family resides at 13125 W. citrus 
Way, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340. 
e-mail: elizseufert@hotmail.com 
ashley Thomas 
unger, ’02, KKG, and 
her husband, steve, 
welcomed their 
first child six weeks 
early on mother’s 
Day, may 13, 2007. 
gabriel robert weighed 5 lbs. and only 
spent two weeks in the special care 
nursery at the hospital. steve continues 
to practice law at bose, mckinney, 
and evans, LLP in indianapolis, and 
Ashley resigned from her teaching 
and coaching position to be a stay-at-
home mom. the family resides at 655 
sycamore street, brownsburg, in 46112. 
e-mail: aunger100@hotmail.com
Ben and ashley 
Burum Culbertson, 
’03, dTd; ’03, KKG,
welcomed their first 
child, reece Dylan, 
on march 5, 2008. 
baby reece weighed 
7 lbs., 7 oz. and 
was 20 inches long. she was happily 
greeted by her parents and proud 
aunts and uncles, Joel and allie Burum 
Schellhammer, ’01; ’03, KKG, and cary 
and Meredith Culbertson Marquell, 
’00, and by her cousin, Leo marquell. 
the culbertson family resides in 
Atlanta, georgia, where Ashley recently 
retired from teaching Latin at Wesleyan 
school and ben works in sales. e-mail: 
ashleyaculbertson@gmail.com 
meet your Alumni board officers
tHe ALUmni board officers below began their two-year terms in January. Please feel free 
to contact them with any suggestions or concerns you have regarding Hillsdale alumni.
President Bren-
dan e. Ring-
lever, ’92, dTd, 
has held several 
top legislative 
posts during 
his more than 12 years in the 
michigan Legislature. most 
recently, he served as Deputy 
chief of staff and Legislative 
Director for michigan senate 
majority Leader ken sikkema, 
where he managed the sen-
ate’s legislative activity. During 
his tenure in the Legislature, 
brendan worked on a host 
of issues dealing with the 
environment, utilities, educa-
tion, economic development 
and regulatory affairs. He also 
served as campaign manager 
for several successful legisla-
tive campaigns. He serves 
as a legislatively appointed 
member of the michigan Film 
commission, and is a member 
of the michigan children’s 
trust Fund board. brendan 
and his wife, kim, live in east 
Lansing. e-mail: ringlever@
alumni.hillsdale.edu
vice Presi-
dent edward 
Swanson, ’60, 
dSp, holds a 
bachelor of arts 
degree in eco-
nomics. He retired in 2004, 
after 31 years with o’meara-
sumnar Agency, inc., an inde-
pendent insurance agency 
located in Hillsdale. He is still 
active with the Delta sigma 
Phi Advisory board and the 
college/community orches-
tra. ed and his wife, kath-
leen, live in Hillsdale. e-mail: 
swanny737@sbcglobal.net
secretary Jobi 
parrish, ’93, 
KKG, majored 
in history at 
Hillsdale. cur-
rently, she is 
working at microsoft in red-
mond, Washington, as a pro-
gram manager in the office of 
strategic relations (primarily 
focused on online issues). she 
spent the previous five years 
working at the White House. 
Jobi will be getting married in 
August and will be moving to 
baltimore in november, where 
she plans to look for the 
next interesting opportunity. 
e-mail: japarrish@yahoo.com
immediate Past 
President Karin 
Tiettmeyer 
Sullivan, ’88, 
PbP, majored in 
early childhood 
education at Hillsdale. she 
currently teaches first grade 
and is the social studies 
chairman in the bedford 
Public school District in 
temperance, michigan. 
she is also the chairman 
of the bedford Heart of 
Hope, a group that helps 
children with catastrophic 
illnesses. karin is married 
and has two children, 
Lauren and ryan. e-mail: 
karin.sullivan@bedford.
k12.mi.us
24
1940s
Miriam heidman 
hartman, ’45, 
passed away at 
home on April 16, 
2008. she enrolled 
at Hillsdale college 
where she not only 
earned a degree in 
english but also met her husband, John 
hartman, ’46. Following her graduation, 
she taught for a year at a boys’ reform 
school in Detroit. 
 on February 8, 1947, she wed Dr. 
John Hartman and moved to Ann 
Arbor, where John was in residency at 
the University of michigan. she raised 
four children—Anne, John, Jeanne and 
karl. As a young mother, she was an 
active community member and joined 
numerous organizations such as the 
antique club, Psi iota Xi sorority and the 
community theater. 
 in her later years, she frequently 
visited their farm north of Fremont, 
skied the slopes of Aspen and walked 
along the shore in coronado, california. 
Her raspberry jam was legendary, and 
she spun wild tales with her friends on 
tuesday nights at the elks. she loved 
her rehab buddies at cameron Hospital, 
where she was fierce on the treadmill. 
she is survived by her husband, John, 
her four children and their spouses, nine 
grandchildren and an older brother. 
elizabeth Stoll angelo, ’46, 
passed away on January 8, 2008, 
in grand rapids. 
Jack R. Carlson, ’48, aTo, passed away 
on may 24, 2007, in marathon, Florida. 
While at Hillsdale, he played center 
on the football team. He served in the 
navy, took over the family business, 
carlson Appliance in Detroit and grosse 
Pointe, retired in 1968 and moved 
to the Florida keys, where he was a 
charter boat captain, realtor and an 
accomplished artist. He is survived by 
his daughters, Christine Carlson Bos, 
’72 (michael), and kelly norris; sons 
mark and Jack W.; nine grandchildren, 
Carolynn Bos Gammons, ’98
(Joseph); and one great-grandchild.
Cleo a. winchell, ’49, aSp, passed away 
on February 6, 2008, after a long battle 
with pancreatic cancer. cleo was born 
on september 19, 1925, to gilbert and 
mable marsh Winchell in branch county. 
He graduated from Hillsdale High school 
in 1943, and attended tri-state University 
before serving in the United states navy 
as a gunners mate third class in the 
Pacific Fleet as a part of v.s. 90 Landing 
support group from 1944 until 1946. 
cleo also played basketball for the navy 
team in bremerton, Washington. He went 
on to graduate from Hillsdale college 
in 1949, where he played on the varsity 
football and tennis teams for three years. 
He was presented the omicron Delta 
kappa national collegiate Leadership 
Award and was a member of Alpha 
sigma Phi. He earned a master of arts 
degree from the University of michigan 
in 1951. 
   cleo taught mathematics and coached 
football and track as well as being the 
assistant basketball coach at Homer 
High school from 1949 to 1952. He was 
the head football coach at monroe High 
school as well as the assistant basketball 
coach from 1954 until 1957. cleo taught 
algebra and advanced mathematics at 
monroe High school from 1954 to 1980. 
He sold life insurance for columbus 
mutual Life company for more than 50 
years. 
   on December 18, 1951, cleo married 
Jean binger in Jackson. He was a 
member of the First Presbyterian church 
in monroe since 1957 where he served 
over the years in the positions of clerk 
of session, sunday school teacher, elder 
and, at one time, the chairman of the 
board of trustees. 
 in 1997, he was named “church 
Person of the year” by the monroe 
council of churches. cleo served on the 
monroe ymcA board of directors when 
the present building was constructed 
as well as serving for three years as the 
treasurer for the Family counseling and 
shelter services of monroe. He was 
also a member of the monroe elks club, 
where he was the scholarship committee 
chairman for 25 years. 
   cleo enjoyed paddle ball, golf, 
University of michigan football and, in 
later years, fishing with his grandchildren. 
obituaries
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During the winter, he enjoyed walking 
with his wife in Florida. surviving are 
his wife of 56 years; his daughter karen 
of monroe; son binger (Lillian chont) of 
brighton; son eric of Winter Park, Florida; 
and three grandchildren, noah, Zachary 
and elliott; as well as two sisters. He 
was preceded in death by his parents.
1960s
Ronald hughes, ’64, of bay city, died 
on January 19, 2008. He was born on 
January 6, 1940, to the late robert and 
Dorothy clutter Hughes. ron was a 
graduate of saint James High school, 
class of 1958, and Hillsdale college, 
where he received his bachelor’s 
degree and played quarterback on the 
football team. He was employed by the 
bay city Public school system, where 
he retired in 1997 as the athletic/faculty 
director of Handy middle school. 
Previously, ron was head football 
coach and varsity softball coach at 
t.L. Handy High school. He was a 
member of the bceA and the meA. 
 ron volunteered his time at the 
boys and girls club of bay county and 
loved to golf, but his favorite thing to 
do was to take care of his family—he 
was a “pro” babysitter. He is survived 
by two children, courtenay (Joseph) 
bourdow and shawn Hughes; his 
grandchildren, owen and izabella 
bourdow; three brothers, thomas 
(nancy) Hughes, William (mary Jo) 
Hughes and timothy (Patti) Hughes; 
and several nieces and nephews. 
Kathryn “Kitty” 
elizabeth Morrison 
Smith, ’64, KKG, 
of germantown, 
tennessee, passed 
away on march 31, 
2008, after a two-year 
battle with cancer. she is survived by 
her husband of more than 43 years, 
phil Smith, ’63, aTo. kitty earned her 
b.A. from Hillsdale and m.ed. from the 
University of memphis. she devoted her 
professional career to her passion of 
early childhood education by teaching 
in the field for more than 35 years. 
 kitty was a member of Junior 
League and national Association for 
the education of young children. she 
was the author of Creative Cards for 
Kids, an advisory board member for 
Memphis Parent Magazine and an active 
member of balmoral Presbyterian church, 
serving as an elder, chair of numerous 
boards and committees, church school 
teacher and youth fellowship leader. 
kitty most recently was an everyday 
mathematics consultant with the 
mcgraw-Hill cos. Phil resides at 8370 
Westfair Drive, germantown, tn 38139. 
2000s
Steven everhart, ’04, 
dTd, passed away 
unexpectedly on 
February 4, 2008. He 
was the son of kathy 
and steven everhart 
of Waterville, ohio. 
He graduated from Anthony Wayne 
High school in 2000, where he played 
baseball and hockey. steve graduated 
cum laude from Hillsdale college and 
was finishing his law degree at the 
University of toledo. At Hillsdale, he 
played baseball and was a member 
of Delta tau Delta fraternity. He was 
a member of Abiding Word Lutheran 
church. the light of steve’s life was 
his son, scottie. they loved playing 
Wii, going to cosi and jet-skiing at 
Devil’s Lake. He was an avid fisherman, 
sportsman, and computer and internet 
genius, recently receiving a patent for 
a foreign language translation program. 
steve is survived by his son, scottie; 
parents, kathy and steve everhart; 
sister, Leslie; and grandparents, Harriet 
everhart and Jacques everhart. 
He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, edmund and ruth 
badyna, and special friend, Jessica.
class of 1959
George K. Baulch
Clifford H. Bowers
Enrique Briceno
Richard R. Campbell
Barbara A. Denyes
Barbara Bergsma Devrou
Charles M. Dorsey
Clifford O. Elliot
Francis A. Esch
Julius E. Faust
Mansoor J. Gilani
John V. Johnson
Judith Fish Johnson
William Kelly
Yvonne A. Krueger
Joanne Stephens Latham
Charles W. Lindt
Judith Small Marlette
Domingo J. Mateu
Leonard L. Mitchell 
Thelma Roberts Orth
Judith Arnold St. Clair
Barbara Hirst Steng
Lois Ann Jones Sword
Sally Shannon VanWormer
Gerry Kleindinst Veeder
Marybeth Zebley York
class of 1984
Christopher A. Baley
April Moll Barrett
David M. Buchanan
Patrick M. Collins
William M. Donnelly
Robert M. Fodor
Sarah A. Gray
Steven Ibbotson
John J. Kalusniak
Hazem Kurdieh
M. Coleman Miller
Rosario Montoya
Elisabeth Nelson
Kathleen O’Connor
Kevin C. O’Connor
Mark Penny
Elizabeth Relli
Luis E. Rodriguez
John M. Rohrs
Brenda Brown Thomas
Christopher C. Voyt
Raoul Von Rola
Edward Willoughby III
lost ALUmni
reUnion eDition
 AS THE ALUMNI OFFICE begins preparations for 
next year’s 25- and 50-year reunion celebrations, we need your 
help in locating the following alumni. 
Contact nancy entrikin, director of Records,
 at (517) 607-2308 or nentrikin@hillsdale.edu
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ALUmni notes
 
 grigor “scot” Hasted, ’74 
 Director of Alumni relations
A very important notice
e-lumni Directory takes shapes
The aluMni office is making a concerted effort to improve 
correspondence with and among alumni, especially via e-mail. to this end, we 
are upgrading, and will soon be re-launching, our online Alumni Directory. 
 this technology makes it possible for alumni to have more ready access to alumni 
contact information and to relate to one another in an infinite number of associations—
class years, athletic teams, greek organizations, clubs, academic majors, geographic 
location, as parents of currently enrolled students and so on. For instance, alumni in 
any geographic area may wish to establish a “virtual alumni club” through which they 
share news, promote gatherings and post comments. or former music majors may wish 
to keep in touch with one another for cultural or professional reasons. you may also 
submit personal and professional news—even photographs—for general posting.
 Unlike our printed directory (which we will continue to publish in five-year cycles, the 
next issue coming out in 2010), information in the online directory can be readily updated—
and it’s free! And contact with any alum, or group of alumni, is only a few clicks away.
iMpoRTanT noTe: the Alumni Directory is only as useful as 
it is complete. For that reason, unless you ask us not to, we plan to 
include your contact information in the directory—name, 
class year, address, e-mail address and phone numbers. 
While the directory is password protected and is available 
only to registered alumni, we do wish to honor any 
requests for privacy. therefore, you will have two or 
three opportunities (including this one) over the course 
of the summer to inform us that you do not wish to have 
certain personal contact information made available. 
To decline:  
Call the alumni office at (517) 607-2304 
or e-mail us at alumni@hillsdale.edu. 
nominations for 
Alumni board 
membership 
The membership committee 
of the Alumni executive board 
is looking for alumni who would 
like to be considered for future 
openings on the Alumni board. 
Alumni board members serve a 
four-year, once renewable term 
and attend four annual meetings 
on campus. if you or someone 
you know would be interested 
in serving the college in this way, 
please contact the Alumni office 
for more information at (517) 
607-2461, alumni@hillsdale.edu or 
complete a questionnaire online 
at hillsdale.edu. click on “Alumni” 
and follow the links to the Alumni 
board/membership page.
FRee  
online  
aluMni diReCToRy
your information is 
automatically included!
Contact the alumni 
office to decline.
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taking center stage
Diana Higbee shares vocal talent with the World
ALUmni sPotLigHt
even As an infant, Diana Higbee 
had the gift of song. “my mother tells 
me that i was singing songs in tune 
when i was a baby in the stroller and 
couldn’t walk yet,” she said. she nur-
tured her musical talents through voice 
and piano lessons and participation in 
choirs, but never with the intention of 
making a career out of them. not until 
she got to Hillsdale did she begin to 
consider the possibility of singing 
for a living. now, at the age of 33, 
Higbee has established herself as a 
successful opera singer in her home-
town of Paris and throughout europe. 
 Higbee was born in new york 
city. Her family moved to Paris when 
she was five months old, and although 
she spent many summers in the 
United states, she grew up in France.
 Higbee’s American father was 
a foreign correspondent. Her new 
Zealander mother was a concert pia-
nist. because her father came from 
michigan, and because she wanted 
to attend a small college where pro-
fessors would know her by name, 
she looked at Hillsdale college. 
she thought she wanted to be an 
actress or a psychologist at the time. 
Drawn to the strength of the the-
atre and psychology departments, 
and impressed by her admissions 
counselor, she enrolled at Hillsdale. 
 Higbee joined kappa kappa 
gamma sorority and participated in 
many music and theatre activities. 
With Hillsdale’s faculty to guide her, 
she began to hone the skills that 
would prepare her for her future 
career, and also realized she could 
pursue a career in music. “george 
Angell taught me everything i know 
about presence and flexibility on 
stage,” she said. “David griffiths 
taught me that the more natural 
one can be on stage, the better. 
ralph von sydow taught me that 
you could do a job and have fun 
with it. melissa osmond created 
the opera Workshop from scratch 
and gave me my first opportuni-
ties to perform opera. she was 
tough on me, and i think that gave 
me the strength to stick with it in 
a business where people give up 
when things become too difficult.”
 Higbee graduated with a 
degree in music from Hillsdale in 
1996 and then studied voice for 
three years with monica Harte 
and ted Puffer at the manhattan 
school of music in new york. After 
earning a master of music degree 
there, she returned to France and 
joined a young artists’ program. 
Her breakthrough came when she 
sang in a Handel opera (athalia) 
that was filmed for international 
television. soon afterward, she 
began receiving offers for roles 
and began working with an agent.
 Patience is key in the life of 
a performer, however. Higbee 
endured several lean years before 
athalia. “Hillsdale prepared me to 
be ready when my dreams actually 
came true,” she said. “i had a well-
rounded education that permitted 
me to get different jobs to sustain 
myself until my voice developed 
enough to start working as a singer.” 
one of those jobs was teaching 
voice lessons. While she needed to 
teach for financial reasons, Higbee 
uncovered a hidden joy in that work. 
“i realized that teaching is the best 
way to improve and understand 
your own voice,” she said. “teaching 
is a part of my life now, and i love it.” 
 While she performs mostly in 
France, Higbee has sung in germany, 
Portugal, Holland, new Zealand and 
china. she tours six months out of 
the year performing opera and sings 
20 to 30 concerts a year. she has five 
new roles on the horizon: countess 
in Marriage of Figaro, rosalinda in 
Fledermaus, her debut in vienna’s 
kammeroper as Zélide in le Zephyr, 
Diane in la Guirlande, and her debut 
at the opera of madrid (as first witch) 
in Dido and aeneas. she has not yet 
tried to break into the U.s. musical 
scene, however, since there are more 
opportunities to perform in europe.
 because her career depends on 
her voice, staying healthy remains a 
constant goal. “i drink lots of water, 
eat five organic fruits or vegetables a 
day, and don’t drink alcohol when i’m 
on tour or five days before a concert. 
i also try to have one to two weeks 
off between performances and 
don’t sing at all during that time,” she 
said. “i try to live as normally as pos-
sible, but my goal is never to get sick.”
 With a healthy voice comes 
longevity, or so Higbee hopes. “i 
think i have at least 20 more years 
ahead of me,” she said. Her ambi-
tions extend beyond performing, 
however. “i would like to direct 
opera and maybe even become the 
artistic director of an opera. i’d also 
like to keep conducting and add 
on orchestral conducting as well.”
 that ambition motivates 
Higbee to continue to strive for 
more opportunities to sing and 
share her talent with audiences. 
“every morning i’m thankful that 
i get to sing for a living, that my 
passion has become my career,” 
she said. “that and the sheer joy 
and adrenaline i get from perform-
ing. everything feels wonderful!” 
 monica vanDerWeide, ’95
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big brothers, big sisters, big Family
David bahlmann’s career and children
continued on page 35
coLLege graduates often 
find themselves pursuing a field 
unrelated to their major. An eng-
lish major might go into medicine, 
while a chemistry major goes into 
politics. At a liberal arts institution 
like Hillsdale college, students are 
educated with a broad base of 
knowledge so that they can adapt 
and excel in different careers and 
environments. David bahlmann, 
’61, has personified that flexibility.
 growing up in a single-parent 
home in battle creek, bahlmann 
planned to follow in his mother’s 
footsteps by enrolling at the Uni-
versity of michigan. but when his 
mother’s friend, who boasted an 
extensive family legacy at Hillsdale 
college (over 40 alumni), took 
him to visit the campus, bahlmann 
fell in love. “i believed Hillsdale 
was the sort of place that would 
give me a chance to grow and 
develop at my own rate and just 
be myself,” he said. With only five 
weeks until the start of school, 
bahlmann applied and was 
accepted. “coming to Hillsdale was 
a very fortuitous decision, but the 
best thing i ever did,” he said.
 bahlmann majored in eco-
nomics and minored in english 
and human relations. He played 
tennis and belonged to Delta 
sigma Phi fraternity, among other 
activities. As graduation neared, 
he accepted a job with 3m, but 
deep down, he had dreams of 
going to law school, even though 
he knew he could not afford it.
 “As a child, i had a big brother 
who was a lawyer, and i always 
admired that,” he said. bahlmann 
took the LsAt and gre during 
his senior year and shared his 
plans with others, including a 
fundraising consultant for the col-
lege, Herb knopp. With knopp’s 
help, bahlmann applied and was 
accepted—with a full scholarship 
and campus job—to valparaiso 
University school of Law.
 bahlmann met his wife, Joan, an 
undergraduate at valpo, and they 
married during her senior year. As 
he was finishing his law degree, he 
accepted a short-term job teaching 
high school english and coaching 
at a nearby school. He graduated 
in 1965, passed the indiana bar and 
was asked to teach for another year, 
which he did. in 1966, valparaiso 
offered him a scholarship for a mas-
ter’s degree program in teaching, 
part of a national initiative to attract 
more teachers. “i decided i really 
needed to give law a try, however,” 
bahlmann said. He began work-
ing at a law firm in gary, indiana.
 A few months later, bahlmann 
was tapped to become deputy 
prosecutor in Porter county when 
his friend was elected prosecutor. 
He accepted and practiced in a 
law firm as well. the next several 
years he held a variety of legal and 
political jobs, each with increas-
ing responsibility. He was elected 
prosecutor of Porter county in 1970. 
He also served as legal advisor to 
the speaker of the indiana House 
of representatives, who later was 
elected governor of indiana. in 
1973, he was appointed to head the 
new indiana Prosecuting Attorneys 
council (iPAc). in the evenings, 
bahlmann taught law and criminal 
justice at indiana University-Purdue 
University in indianapolis. When 
california created its own version of 
iPAc, bahlmann was offered a job 
to lead it. He moved to sacramento 
while his family stayed behind to 
sell their house. the stress of being 
apart, however, proved to be too 
much, and bahlmann resigned after 
only a few months. He took a job 
with the indiana Lawyers commis-
sion and returned to a family that 
was growing by leaps and bounds.
 early in their marriage, the bahl-
manns learned that they could not 
have biological children. However, 
due to bahlmann’s work in juvenile 
court, he saw a number of abuse 
cases in which children would be 
turned over to the state. When 
Joan was only 23, they decided 
to take in one of those children, a 
16-year-old girl. Within six months, 
they had three more. Altogether, 
27 children have been blessed 
to call them “mom and Dad.” of 
those 27, they adopted eight and 
fostered all the others except for 
the 25th, their daughter stacey, 
the biological child they were told 
they would never have. many of 
these children came to them with 
severe physical, mental or emotional 
issues. two children with Down 
syndrome still live with them, and 
two have passed away. the others 
have gone on to various careers, 
and several have families of their 
own. “my wife is a saint, as you can 
probably imagine,” bahlmann said. 
“it sure was crazy at times, but these 
children have been such a blessing.”
 children became the focus of 
bahlmann’s next two jobs. After serv-
ing on the board of big brothers big 
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As A tALk radio host on seat-
tle’s 770 kttH, David boze spends 
afternoon drive time discussing 
the issues of the day. He advo-
cates a conservative point of view, 
but above all he seeks to engage 
his audience in pursuing truth. 
 “i want it to be engaging 
and enjoyable,” said boze, who 
graduated from Hillsdale college 
in 1996. “i’m interested in people 
who want to add to the conver-
sation, and i want them to learn 
something and have a good time.” 
 boze entered the talk radio indus-
try in 1998 when Jeremy steiner—a 
1995 graduate and friend from 
Hillsdale who worked at a local sta-
tion in seattle—told boze of an oppor-
tunity to join the staff. the lifelong 
talk radio fan couldn’t turn it down.
 “most young kids want to listen 
to music,” boze said, “but as soon 
as i heard old-time radio shows 
from the 1940s and 50s, i thought 
that was great. it was painting a pic-
ture in your mind. From that point 
on, i was always really interested 
in radio and what it could do.”
 boze already had a little 
experience in the format. At the 
time, he was a research analyst 
for the evergreen Freedom Foun-
dation, and his duties included 
being interviewed on the radio.
 that came in handy when he 
joined the station as a producer 
and sidekick for Peter Weissbach. 
boze was responsible for select-
ing each day an array of stories—
thought-provoking, controversial, 
humorous—for the host to use 
throughout the show. He also pro-
vided background information for 
interviews, screened callers and 
added a few words here and there 
while helping to set up a topic.
 “Peter Weissbach and i had 
great chemistry,” boze said. “i 
would make him laugh, and we 
had a good partnership.”
 A few years later, boze accepted 
a weekend host position on 770 kttH, 
a new conservative station headlined 
by michael medved. He produced 
and hosted a number of shows 
before landing his current spot last 
november. now, every weekday from 
3-6 p.m., boze hosts his own show.
 “some people think conservative 
radio has to be politics all the time,” he 
said. “i like bringing up other things.”
 in that regard, boze has fea-
tured guests from Dennis Hastert 
to Julie Andrews, from presidential 
candidates to authors of historical 
biographies. He feels privileged 
to interview individuals from all 
sorts of backgrounds and interests, 
and while celebrities carry a certain 
intrigue on a personal level, boze 
said the most famous guests aren’t 
always the most memorable.
 “every once in a while, some-
one will surprise you,” he said. 
“there was a professor who was an 
expert on crows, and he was abso-
lutely fascinating. He was fantastic 
because he was so passionate.”
 that’s not to say boze shies from 
on-air discussions of volatile issues. 
to the contrary, he welcomes debate 
so long as it is not theatrical.  
 it is in those moments that 
boze most often finds himself 
referring to his Hillsdale education, 
particularly what he learned in his 
courses with Professor of theology 
and culture Dr. michael bauman.
 “i use Dr. bauman’s lessons all 
the time,” said boze, who majored in 
christian studies and history. “you’d be 
surprised how many arguments come 
down to the starting point that we’re 
not supposed to make judgments one 
way or another, that there is no right 
or wrong, that there are no absolutes.” 
 those lessons were especially 
refreshing for boze, who transferred 
to Hillsdale after two years at a state 
university near his hometown of 
stanwood, Washington. His experi-
ence there, which included a litera-
ture professor telling his class that 
they could read the classics on their 
own time, might have been unsatis-
factory, but boze appreciated the 
classical education he received at 
Hillsdale even more because of it.
 He loved being challenged to 
think, and he hopes to provide the 
same learning experience during 
his radio show. He also hopes to 
keep growing and expanding as 
a host while upholding kttH’s 
tagline of “the truth.” in pursuing 
that cause, he remembers fondly 
how his time on the Hillsdale col-
lege campus prepared him.
 “there are a lot of good schools 
out there, but i don’t understand 
why so many parents end up send-
ing their kids to schools that don’t 
reinforce the principles they think 
are important,” boze said. “Hillsdale 
is a school that does that, and i’ve 
been very grateful for going there.”
 Jeremy young, ’04
ALUmni sPotLigHt
speaking in seattle
David boze Hosts talk radio show
Former Hillsdale college 
athletic director John H. “Jack” 
mcAvoy passed away on may 
22 at his home in Dowagiac, 
michigan. He was 77 years old.
 one of the most influential 
figures in the history of Hillsdale col-
lege athletics, mcAvoy was a 1955 
Hillsdale alumnus and served the 
college for nearly 30 years in vari-
ous positions. beginning in 1967, he 
spent six years as assistant football 
coach and three as head football 
coach. He was also head basketball 
coach for the 1967-68 season. From 
1976 until his retirement in 1996, he 
served as athletic director. in addi-
tion to these positions, he served 
variously as director of development 
and director of foundation giving.
 “With Jack’s passing, we have 
lost a true icon of Hillsdale college 
athletics,” said current Athletic 
Director Dr. mike kovalchik. “Jack 
was a man’s man. His contribu-
tions to the Athletic Department 
are immeasurable, and thousands 
of student-athletes, both former 
and current, have benefited greatly 
from his presence. through Jack’s 
fundraising efforts, we were able 
to build the george roche Health 
education and sports complex 
in 1988, something that could not 
have happened without him.
 “Personally, i have lost a 
dear friend,” kovalchik added.
 As a student at Hillsdale college 
from 1951-54, mcAvoy played foot-
ball and lettered in track and basket-
ball. Upon graduation, he enlisted in 
the United states Army and served 
as youth activities director in the 
U.s. Army special services. in 1957, 
he joined bangor High school to 
teach science and physical educa-
tion and coach football and track. 
He moved on the next year to his 
high school alma mater, Dowagiac 
Union High school, spending eight 
of the next nine years there as a 
civics and history teacher and a 
football coach. A year after leaving 
Dowagiac to return to Hillsdale, 
he earned a master’s degree from 
Western michigan University.
 During mcAvoy’s 20 years as 
athletic director, the Hillsdale foot-
ball team won an nAiA national 
championship, programs in varsity 
sports for women were launched, 
Hillsdale made the move from nAiA 
to ncAA Division ii, and Hillsdale’s 
tradition of the true student-athlete 
was continued and strengthened.
 in 1996, upon his retirement, 
mcAvoy received the Freedom Leader-
ship Award from the college for his 
leadership and service to Hillsdale. in 
that same year, the great Lakes inter-
collegiate Athletic conference gave out 
the first Jack H. mcAvoy Award, which 
is presented annually to the gLiAc 
football player who best exhibits 
outstanding character and leadership 
on the field, in the classroom and in 
the community. Hillsdale senior mark 
nicolet received the 2007 award. 
 mcAvoy was preceded 
in death by a daughter, Lynn, 
who passed away in november 
2007. He is survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Dolores, their chil-
dren Daniel, James, Patrick and 
michael, and four grandchildren.
 brad monastiere
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remembering Jack mcAvoy
beloved Athletic Director Leaves Lasting Legacy
chargersPorts
McAvoy (center) with former Hillsdale College football 
coach Frank “Muddy” Waters (left) and Mike Kovalchik 
(right), who succeeded McAvoy as athletic director.
Jack McAvoy
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For tHe First time, the 
induction ceremony for the Hillsdale 
college Athletic Hall of Fame was 
held in the spring, and on April 18, 
three new members joined this dis-
tinguished group of alumni.
 Larry Fowler, ’67, ron gladnick, 
’83, and clifford c. Ward, 1902, 
were inducted into the Hall of Fame 
in a special ceremony held at the 
Dow center. Fowler was one of 
the great tight ends in Hillsdale col-
lege football history, playing under 
former head coach Frank “muddy” 
Waters from 1963-66. He set several 
Hillsdale records, including receiving 
yards and receiving touchdowns, 
during an era when passing the 
football was not as common as it is 
today. Waters described Fowler as 
“the toughest player i ever coached.”
 Fowler was a team captain for 
two years and was an nAiA All-
American in 1966. He was voted 
nAiA All-District all four years he 
played for Hillsdale. off the field, 
he was elected as a member of 
omicron Delta kappa, the national 
collegiate leader-
ship society. He 
also appeared on 
the Who’s Who of 
American colleges 
and Universities 
list. After college, 
Fowler served 
as principal and 
athletic director 
at high schools in 
michigan, illinois 
and colorado. He 
currently lives in 
bradenton, Florida, 
with his wife, Linda.
 gladnick was 
a powerful defen-
sive lineman for Hillsdale’s football 
team from 1979-82. During his 
career, the chargers improved from 
a 3-8 record his freshman year to a 
12-1 mark and a conference cham-
pionship when he was a senior. He 
opened his playing career by being 
named the team’s Freshman of the 
year in 1979. gladnick flourished 
under head coach Dick Lowry and 
defensive coordinator 
Dave Dye starting in 
1980, when he began 
to accumulate some of 
his 33 career quarter-
back sacks. He ended 
up being named First-
team All-gLiAc three 
times and was named 
First-team All-American 
in 1982. He later joined 
the team’s coaching 
staff, serving under 
Lowry from 1984-88, 
and was a coach on 
the 1985 chargers team 
that won the nAiA 
national championship. 
gladnick now lives in 
california and is the 
ceo of Apical indus-
tries, a firm that builds evacuation 
systems for emergency helicopter 
floatation devices.
 clifford c. Ward was one of 
the most highly decorated Hillsdale 
college athletes at the turn of the 
20th century. He won several miAA 
track championships, winning as 
many as four events in a single 
day of competition. He won the 
simpson medal, now called the 
kimball Award, which goes to the 
most outstanding student-athletes 
at Hillsdale college. Ward was also 
elected president of the Hillsdale 
college Athletic Association during 
his career.
 After graduating from Hillsdale 
in 1902, Ward enjoyed a successful 
career in the newspaper business, 
owning papers from charlotte, 
michigan, to sierra madre, califor-
nia. He and his wife built the first 
all-electric house in the state of 
michigan, located in grosse ile. 
Ward was this year’s posthumous 
honoree. Accepting the Hall of 
Fame certificate on his behalf was 
his grandson, Dr. Arthur ernst.
 brad monastiere
outstanding Athletes  
Join Hall of Fame
three charger Alumni Honored for Athletic Achievements
Hall of Fame inductees Ron Gladnick and Larry Fowler were honored 
for their athletic abilities at the April 18 induction ceremony.
Dr. Arthur Ernst, standing with Claudette Charney, 
accepted a posthumous Hall of Fame award  
in honor of his grandfather, Clifford C. Ward.
mArk nicoLet
in a season full of success stories 
and on a team rife with record-break-
ing performances, quarterback mark 
nicolet led the way. His list of acco-
lades, though well deserved, are 
almost overwhelming: First-team All-
gLiAc, First-team All-region, gLiAc 
Player of the year, Jack mcAvoy 
Award, Draddy Award and Harlon 
Hill Award semifinalist, cactus bowl 
offensive mvP and, to cap off the 
season, second-team All-American.
 the senior from Zionsville, 
indiana, never sought the spotlight. 
instead, nicolet simply worked 
hard and played for his team. 
He also played for pride—for a 
football program trying to regain 
the great tradition of years past 
and for a college that always 
seems to be the underdog.
 “People tell us our recruit-
ing standards are too high, that 
we can’t get the athletes to per-
form at the level of other teams,” 
nicolet said. “We proved those 
people wrong and will continue 
to do so. it’s just an example of 
a constant pursuit of excellence 
and doing things the right way.”
 For nicolet and the chargers, 
that meant believing in one another 
more each week and finding the 
motivation to work harder to 
accomplish their goal of making 
the playoffs. For all their achieve-
ments, the chargers fell just short, 
as did nicolet’s bid to play in the 
nFL after the Detroit Lions invited 
him to a mini-camp but decided not 
to pick up a fourth quarterback.
 there is, of course, disap-
pointment. still, during his years 
at Hillsdale, nicolet has found 
success in ways beyond his six 
school records, numerous awards 
and graduating magna cum 
laude with a degree in finance.
 “coming to Hillsdale college 
presents a huge challenge. you 
need to recognize that it won’t be 
easy, but in the end, you’ll be a 
better football player and a better 
man for going through it,” nicolet 
said. “i’ve formed some amazing 
relationships with teachers and 
friends, and i love the coach-
ing staff and my teammates.”
 As for his next move, nicolet 
would like to attend graduate 
school and coach at the collegiate 
level. success is sure to follow, as 
nicolet has proven he knows how 
to win as well as how to balance 
academics and athletes. most 
important, though, is his commit-
ment to the things that truly matter.
 “We can get so caught up 
with what we have to do and 
accomplish that we begin to 
leave our relationships as an after-
thought,” nicolet said. “there’s a 
constant support of balance in 
our lives here. We’ve learned to 
keep our priorities in line, with 
christ first and down from there. 
Faith should always be primary.”
kAtie ceZAt
FoR Two years, katie cezat 
sat on the bench for the charger 
women’s basketball team. but 
when her moment arrived, cezat 
made sure it was unforgettable.
 the junior forward from Plym-
outh had arguably the best single-
season performance in women’s 
basketball history at Hillsdale 
college. she broke ten school 
records, led all ncAA Division ii 
players in points per game, and 
earned gLiAc Player of the year, 
regional player of the year and 
First-team All-American honors.
 cezat asserted herself imme-
diately as mvP in the team’s first 
tournament and as gLiAc Player 
of the Week to open conference 
play. Later in the season, she was 
named conference player of the 
week five consecutive times.
 “As the season progressed, 
i wanted to continue what i 
started,” cezat said. “my team 
came to rely on me, and i 
never let down my guard.”
  such focus and commit-
ment prepared her to endure 
two seasons of sparse court time 
and still be ready to lead when 
given the chance. those qualities 
also enabled cezat to stay on 
track to graduate next may with 
a degree in accounting and the 
Katie Cezat at the free throw line.
Quarterback Mark Nicolet evaluates the field. 
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All-American Athletes
charger student-Athletes Honored For excellence
recent AcHievements . . .
   
aT The ncAA Division ii outdoor track and 
field championships on may 24-26, Hillsdale 
college earned two more All-American athletes 
when sophomore Aaron Falk and junior Jason 
stomps placed in the top eight in the hammer 
throw. the event took place on the campus of 
mt. san Antonio college in Walnut, california.
 Falk, of Placerville, california, threw a new 
school record 199 feet, one inch, which put 
him third in the nation and broke the record 
set by stomps three weeks earlier. stomps, 
from macomb, earned All-American honors in 
the same event last year and repeated his feat 
by finishing eighth.
Jason Stomps setting up for 
the hammer throw.
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150 hours of coursework—nearly 
an extra year’s worth of credits—
required to take the cPA exam.
 “there’s a joke on the team 
about how many states my tax 
textbook has been in,” cezat said. 
“i always have it open on the bus, 
and i took it as a carry-on when 
we went to san Antonio. you 
just have to realize that there’s 
always work to be done.”
 cezat keeps that perspective 
with regard to her All-American 
status as well. At first there was 
excitement, and when the thrill of the 
honor mellowed, there was the deter-
mination to do it again next season.
 she and her teammates 
have a tougher challenge ahead. 
now there are expectations, and 
the chargers will no longer take 
anyone by surprise. there’s also 
the matter of redemption for a 
23-5 season—a program record—
that ended in the first round 
of the regional tournament.
 “next season, we have to 
rise to the challenge and not take 
anything for granted,” she said. 
“now we know the intensity that’s 
necessary in the postseason.”
 but if cezat has shown one 
thing, it is a penchant for over-
coming her circumstances and 
surpassing her own expectations.
JAreD kroUt
aS Soon as Jared krout 
began running for the chargers, 
so did the whispers: How did 
Hillsdale college land this guy? 
Why isn’t he competing for an elite 
ncAA Division i program instead?
 yet for all the musings about 
him, krout’s decision to attend 
Hillsdale was fairly straightfor-
ward. He knew of Hillsdale’s 
strong academics that would 
prepare him well for life after col-
lege, and the track coaching staff 
made an impression that stood 
apart from other programs.
 “our coaches take the job 
and the sport seriously, and it’s 
really easy to work with them,” 
said krout, a sophomore from 
Arlington, ohio. “you are part of 
a team, but it’s more an individual 
effort, and our coaches are going 
to get the best out of you.”
 krout’s efforts so far have led to 
four All-American honors. there are 
also all the other accolades, such 
as numerous gLiAc championships 
and back-to-back regional athlete 
of the year awards. With two more 
years of competition ahead of him, 
krout has his sights on winning a 
national championship and claiming 
more school records to comple-
ment the four he already holds. 
 such ambitions sound lofty. 
but krout aims for these goals not 
to win more acclaim; rather, he just 
wants to know he gave his all.
 “you accomplish a couple 
things, and people expect that 
every year,” krout said. “i do feel a 
little pressure, but most of it comes 
from myself. you do your best and 
whatever happens, happens.”
 beyond college, krout hasn’t 
ruled out competing at the high-
est level. He said his times are 
right on the border of elite track 
athletes, and if running post-
collegiately becomes a possibility, 
he won’t hesitate to pursue it.
 if that ambition doesn’t work 
out, he hopes to be a track or 
strength and conditioning coach. 
the physical education major and 
business administration minor is 
also considering the possibility 
of becoming a personal trainer 
or opening his own gym.
 in the meantime, krout plans 
to keep working hard. And those 
who wonder whether he feels 
he made the right decision in 
attending Hillsdale college need 
to look only as far as his tattoo 
of the Hillsdale “H” and lightning 
bolt on his upper right arm.
 “After my freshman year 
and my accomplishments, i 
knew i wasn’t going anywhere,” 
krout said. “the Hillsdale logo 
will always be important to me. 
i’ve loved everything here.”
meLissA bArtLett
SoMe time down the road, the 
past two seasons of Hillsdale col-
lege volleyball might very well be 
considered the defining moment 
in the program’s rise to glory. it 
is certainly no coincidence that 
two years ago, melissa bartlett 
arrived on campus with a game 
that would bring fans to their 
feet and First-team All-American 
honors to her collegiate career.
Sprinter Jared Krout takes the lead.
continued on page 34
 bartlett, an outside hitter 
from chatham, ontario, spent 
two years at eastern michigan 
University but felt unchallenged 
and unfulfilled, both in athletics 
and academics. When she trans-
ferred to Hillsdale, she discovered 
everything that had been missing.
 “i’ve just loved it,” bartlett said.
 Hillsdale, in return, received 
a marquee player who consis-
tently led the team in kills and 
ranks fifth on the career kills list 
despite being a charger for just 
two seasons. in addition to being 
an All-American, bartlett was 
named gLiAc Player of the year 
and First-team All-region, as well 
as First-team All-gLiAc twice.
 she takes great pride in 
reaching the goals she set. but 
even in light of all she has accom-
plished at Hillsdale, bartlett seems 
most rewarded by the com-
pany of those who surrounded 
and supported her efforts.
 “volleyball at Hillsdale col-
lege is a special thing,” bartlett 
said. “our coaches really care 
about the people we are and not 
just the players we are, and i’d 
really like to thank my teammates 
for the amazing opportunity and 
experiences i’ve had here.”
 Another memorable opportu-
nity looms on the horizon as bar-
tlett prepares to play professional 
volleyball overseas. in August, she 
will participate in a two-week tour 
of europe to display her talents 
in front of scouts and coaches. if 
all goes well, bartlett sees herself 
staying in europe for a few years.
 After that, bartlett hopes to 
pursue another lifelong passion—ani-
mals. she has always loved having 
pets, and while at Hillsdale, the 
biology major and chemistry minor 
developed an interest in animal 
behavior. that could lead to veteri-
nary work or teaching, or perhaps 
volunteer work at a marine park.
 bartlett also would like to coach 
some day, and she definitely plans 
to incorporate many aspects of the 
game that she learned as a char-
ger. it appears that just as bartlett 
made her mark on Hillsdale col-
lege athletics, so too did Hillsdale 
leave a lasting impression on her.
 “Hillsdale college is the type 
of place i’d like to visit and bring 
my kids,” she said, smiling—“and 
maybe force them to come here.”
AnDreW DoDson
when hiGh jumper 
Andrew Dodson cleared seven 
feet as a high school senior, a 
wealth of opportunities unfolded 
before him. suddenly he was flip-
ping through brochures from notre 
Dame and stanford, and then there 
was that one school—Hillsdale 
college—that just kept calling.
 Dodson knew nothing 
about Hillsdale except that the 
coaches wouldn’t leave him 
alone. nonetheless, he soon 
realized that he was meant to 
be a charger as much as he was 
meant to be an All-American.
 the junior from Frankenmuth 
earned that honor this spring, 
but to get there, he had to battle 
through a lot of hardship. His 
freshman year, he said, was 
like running into a brick wall.
 “i found out what kind 
of college Hillsdale is and the 
kind of effort you have to put 
into everything,” Dodson said. 
“it was a huge challenge, and 
it caught me off-guard.”
 Dodson went home that 
summer on a low note after being 
worn down by self-doubt and dis-
appointment. He began to wonder 
whether the decision to attend 
Hillsdale had been a mistake.
 “What if i went to one of the 
bigger schools and had a cushy 
academic schedule?” Dodson 
said. “maybe i could be doing 
better, but is that really why i’m 
here? this was a bigger issue than 
track, and i had to overcome it.”
 Dodson did a lot of talking with 
his high school coach and mentor, 
mike snyder, and returned in the 
fall with a new perspective not 
only for track but also for college 
life. He was also ready to rekindle 
his quest for “the big jump.”
 it didn’t come right away, but 
other things fell into place. Dodson, 
a speech major and music minor, 
boosted his academics while finding 
the balance to play the saxophone 
in many ensembles and serve as 
photo editor for the Collegian.
 And this indoor season, the 
jumps kept improving until Dodson 
cleared 6’ 101/4’’ and qualified 
for the national championships. 
He finished sixth to earn All-
American status and already can’t 
wait to get back there again.
 “i’m at that stage in my col-
legiate career when i’m eager 
to get back to work and push 
harder,” he said. “i know i’m up 
there with the best of the best, 
and i’m ready to prove that.”
 Long gone are the doubts 
about his abilities and his college 
decision. Dodson knew there 
was something special about 
Hillsdale when he made his first 
visit, even if it was mainly to get 
the coaches to stop calling him.
 “i’m glad i made the right 
choice to come here,” he said.
 Jeremy Young, ’04
andrew Dodson sails over the  
high jump bar at the GiNa relays
Melissa Bartlett serves in a match.
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yoU mAy notice some-
thing different the next time you go 
to a charger athletic event—the new 
charger athletic logo! the old “H” 
lightning bolt logo in royal blue has 
been replaced with a stallion and 
a new, block-style “H,” complete 
with a new navy blue color with 
gray accents. the change comes 
as the college works to implement 
campus-wide style standards. 
 “before now, the athletic logo 
has never been clearly defined,” 
said Art Director Angela Lashaway. 
“We tried to find a happy mar-
riage of the history of what’s been 
used and what a charger is.”
 the new stallion logo presents a 
modern image that evokes strength 
and consistency, according to Ath-
letic Director mike kovalchik. the 
tradition of the lightning bolt has 
been preserved and incorporated 
into the stallion’s mane. the logos 
and the new colors will be imple-
mented across the athletic depart-
ment in printed materials as well as 
uniforms and the football field and 
basketball court centerpieces, bring-
ing about a unity of appearance. 
Due to the volume of things needing 
to be changed, it will likely be 2010 
before the process is complete.
 “Logos have to mean something 
to a college or university,” kovalchik 
said. “We all look to something that 
motivates us, something strong 
with which we can identify. this 
is a very positive development.”
A new charger in town
Athletic Logo gets a modern Look
Former athletic logos (shown 
left) were inconsistent and 
sometimes confusing. The 
new logo (shown above) 
characterizes the Hillsdale 
Charger mascot with a clean, 
more contemporary image.
sisters of America for a few years, 
he was asked to be the ceo of the 
non-profit organization, which he 
ran for six years. For five years after 
that, he served as ceo of campfire 
UsA. by 1990, weary of the exten-
sive travel involved with his work, 
bahlmann was ready for a change. 
“i told my wife i had really liked the 
academic environment when i taught 
at iUPUi,” bahlmann recalled. “the 
next day, i got a call about the ceo 
position of the ball state University 
Foundation. it was as if god was 
tapping me on the shoulder.”
 today, bahlmann continues to 
run the foundation, helping to lead 
a $200 million fundraising campaign. 
He has volunteered considerable 
time for Hillsdale over the last two 
decades as well, serving on the 
Alumni board, including one term 
as president. He helped initiate 
two significant changes during 
his tenure on the board—term 
limits for board members and the 
expansion of the Alumni Awards 
program to include such new offer-
ings as the teacher/coach Award 
and the goLD (graduate of the 
Last Decade) Award. bahlmann 
received an Alumni Achievement 
Award from the college in 1986.
 “i’ve spoken to students at 
Hillsdale several times, and i tell 
them that a Hillsdale education is so 
valuable because you build a set of 
skills and ethics and gain knowledge 
that will enable you to do all kinds of 
different things and take advantage 
of opportunities,” bahlmann said. 
“Hillsdale has always been blessed 
with great leaders and excellent 
faculty. i was fortunate to get the 
preparation i got at Hillsdale.”
 monica vanDerWeide, ’95
baHlMaNN continued from page 28
remember WHen...
commencement Poem
reminiscence from a Hillsdale grad
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IIf once you’ve graduated from Hillsdale College  
  You’ll never be quite the same.
  You may look as you looked the day before,
  And go by the same old name.
  You might continue your education
  And multiple degrees achieve,
  But your blood will run through
  Loyal Charger Blue
  And your memories will never leave.
  You can climb the corporate ladder
  Or play catch with your kids on the lawn,
  Still thoughts will remain
  Of your youth and your shame
  When you recall speaker dancing till dawn.
  The College will ask you to donate
  Development will ask you to give
  Sail the oceans blue
  Imprimis shall find you
  Wherever you choose to live. 
  Your Christmas card list will grow shorter
  Weddings will be fewer and farther between
  But you’ll smile the same
  At a familiar name
  You read in Hillsdale Magazine. 
  Oh, you won’t know why, and you can’t say how
  This day so quickly came,
  But…once you’ve graduated from Hillsdale College 
 
You’ll never be quite the same!
Anna Floit Wills, ’00
Esteemed Graduates,  
 For some of you, graduation day 
couldn’t come soon enough; others of 
you may not be able to envision life past 
Hillsdale College. But for all of you, 
you will always be part of the special 
ties that bind Hillsdale alumni to one 
another. Wherever life takes you, always 
hold dear this beloved place. It gave you 
lifelong knowledge, lifelong friends, and a 
perspective for approaching the world that, 
too, will be lifelong. 
 The following is a lighthearted 
adaptation of Rachel Field’s If Once You 
Have Slept on an Island. I have written 
it with fond memories of our Hillsdale in 
the hopes that other alumni can reminisce 
with a smile.
editor’s Note: anna Floit Wills, ’00, submitted this poem last year in response to 
a request to alumni to write their own Commencement speech.
observAtions
tHere Are times in athlet-
ics that seem to perpetuate the 
meaning of winning and success 
that bring special attention and 
recognition to a college; this is 
such a year for Hillsdale college. 
Despite its relatively small size as 
compared to most ncAA Divi-
sion ii programs, Hillsdale has 
exhibited success that equals 
any of the giants in the division.
 charger student-athletes have 
worn the school colors of blue and 
white with a sense of accomplish-
ment and pride, while setting stan-
dards of achievement that might well 
stand for decades to come. team as 
well as individual achievements have 
brought about a viable image of 
what intercollegiate athletics should 
portray: team unity, sportsmanship 
and the “love of the game.” When 
these elements work concurrently, 
success, and the enjoyment that 
comes from success, is inevitable.
 cross-country consistently 
ranks nationally. Football has re-
established a long-anticipated 
winning season. volleyball has 
become a national contender and 
one of Hillsdale’s most success-
ful programs. Women’s basketball 
established a school record number 
of wins in a single season, while 
men’s basketball begins a new 
era and the anticipation runs high. 
swimming has a wealth of talent, 
while baseball and softball continue 
to move in a positive direction. 
track and field maintains a long-
standing tradition of individual and 
team achievement. From these 13 
sports come 13 success stories.
 one need only read the media 
to know that student-athletes like 
mark nicolet, melissa bartlett, katie 
cezat, Andrew Dodson, Aaron 
Falk, Jason stomps and Jared krout 
have been awarded special honors, 
including ncAA Division ii All-Amer-
ican, in recognition for their athletic 
achievements that helped produce, 
along with the 280 student-athletes 
that participate in charger athletics, 
a successful 75 percent winning 
percentage: a watershed mark. 
And, along with that success on 
the field, charger student-athletes 
continue to compile some of the 
college’s highest grade-point aver-
ages and graduation rates; this is 
an expectation, without exception, 
that is of the highest priority. 
 the coaches who direct and 
supervise these programs deserve 
much credit. Without their exper-
tise, commitment and loyalty to 
the student-athletes, the achieve-
ments and ultimately the accolades 
would not exist. the contribution 
to their respective programs and to 
the overall success of the Athletic 
Department goes beyond—far 
beyond—numbers and percentages. 
 Athletics and the privi-
lege to compete resonate in 
a passage from a theodore 
roosevelt speech of April 23, 
1910, that i have long admired:
“Who, at the best, knows, in 
the end, the triumph of high
achievement, and who, at the 
worst, if he fails, at least he fails 
while daring greatly, so that his 
place shall never be with those
cold and timid souls who knew 
neither victory nor defeat.”
************
 
go cHArgers!
Unity, sportsmanship  
and Love of the game
Dr. mike kovalchik
• Athletic Director
• Joined Hillsdale staff in 1996
• mkovalchik@hillsdale.edu
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
FRIDAY
• 57th Annual 
 Alumni Awards Banquet
SATURDAY
• Car Show
• Charger Tailgate
• Charger Football vs. Findlay
• Class Reunions:
   1963, 1968, 1973, 
 1978, 1983, 1988, 
 1993, 1998, 2003
For more information, contact the Alumni Office 
at (517) 607-2461 or alumni@hillsdale.edu
